
  

 
THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 

 
THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 7, 2023                                                   MEETING NO. 12 
 
Call to Order – The regular monthly meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors was held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 7, 2023, at 
the Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15237.       
 
Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by Acting Chairman James Forsey.  
Authority Board Members present were Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski and John Schon.     
Christopher Eddy was present via Video Conference at 7:19 p.m.  
 
The following personnel were in attendance: Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, 
McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.; William Youngblood, 
Executive Director; Bill Richard, Superintendent; James Schwab, Assistant 
Superintendent; Raymond Aufman, Development/Administrative Manager; Anthony 
Giancola, Business Manager; Ed Bricker, Plant Manager; Tim Barker Plant Assistant; 
Dennis Blakley, Consultant; Jack Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison-Absent, and 
Elizabeth Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
Invocation: Mr. Semon gave the invocation.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mr. Forsey led the Board and staff in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comments: There were no public comments.   
 
Communications: There were no communications.  
 
RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING BE PLACED IN MOTION:   
 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 3, 2023: Mr. Semon moved to 
approve the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of August 3, 2023, as submitted to 
each Board Member, seconded by Mr. Merski.  Motion Carried (4-0).       
 
LIST OF BILLS OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2023: Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board the 
List of Bills Summary Report for September 7, 2023, totaling $611,762.98, as presented.           
Mr. Semon answered several questions concerning the List of Bills. 
 
Mr. Merski moved to approve payment of the List of Bills Report for September 7, 2023, 
as submitted, seconded by Mr. Schon. Motion Carried (4-0).    
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GLOBAL HEAVY CORP. PAYMENT NO. 19: Mr. Schon moved to approve the 
Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 19, submitted by Global Heavy Corp., in the 
amount of $187,230.08, for period through 8/1/2023 to 8/31/2023, for work completed 
for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-Improvements Phase I Project, 2021-109-
General/Mechanical Construction Contract, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., 
seconded by Mr. Semon.  Motion Carried (4-0).         
 
MERIT ELECTRICAL GROUP, INC. PAYMENT NO. 17:  Mr. Semon moved to 
approve Application and Certificate for Payment No. 17, submitted by Merit Electrical 
Group, Inc., in the amount of $101,420.70, for the period through 8/25/2023, for work 
completed for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-Phase I Improvements, 
Contract 110-Electrical Contract, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by           
Mr. Merksi.  Motion Carried (4-0).       
 
SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. PAYMENT NO. 14:  Mr. Merski 
moved to approve Application and Certificate for Payment No. 14, submitted by Spartan 
Construction Services, Inc., in the amount of $3,325.00, for the period to 8/23/2023 for 
the work completed for the A & B Pump Station Conversion Project-General Mechanical 
Contract 112, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Schon.  Motion 
Carried (4-0).       
 
McCURLEY HOUSTON ELECTRIC, INC. PAYMENT NO. 12:  Mr. Schon moved 
to approve Payment Application No. 12, submitted by McCurley Houston Electric, Inc. in 
the amount of $6,052.50, for period thru 8/20/2023 for work completed for the A & B 
Pump Station Conversion, Contract 113, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., 
seconded by Mr. Semon. Motion Carried (4-0). 
 
MTSA PENSION PLAN MINIMUM MUNICIPAL OBLIGATION FOR 2024:  Mr. 
Semon moved to approve the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority Pension Plan 
Minimum Municipal Obligation in the amount of $368,609.00, as recommended by the 
Business Manager, seconded by Mr. Merski.  Motion Carried (4-0). 
 
MTSA MONEY PURCHASE PENSION PLAN MINIMUM MUNICIPAL 
OBLIGATION FOR 2024:  Mr. Merski moved to approve the McCandless Township 
Sanitary Authority Money Purchase Pension Plan Minimum Municipal Obligation in the 
amount of $102,344.00, as recommended by the Business Manager, seconded by Mr. 
Schon.  Motion Carried (4-0). 
 
AUTHORIZE THE BUSINESS MANAGER TO MAKE PAYMENTS VIA 
AUTOMATED CLEARING HOUSE OR ELECTRONIC TRANSFER:  Mr. Schon 
moved to authorize the Business Manager of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority to upon receipt of an invoice to make payment of accounts paid by automated 
clearing house (ACH) or electronic transfer for recurring operating expenses including 
gas, electric, water, telephone and health insurance.  All payments will be included in the 
List of Bills to be approved by the Board of Directors at the Regular Monthly Meeting as 
per policy, seconded by Mr. Semon.  Motion Carried (5-0). 
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Mr. Youngblood reviewed the procedure for ACH transactions that will include several 
levels of approval before final sign off and payment. MTSA Board recommended that 
Business Manager Giancola prepare a written policy for this internal function.   
 
MTSA Staff will review the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority By-Laws to verify 
the procedure requiring two Board signatures. Solicitor Brown stated that the Motion 
would cover any previous Resolution or Motion concerning the requirement for two 
signatures.   
 
Solicitor’s Report:  Solicitor Brown reported on the following: 
 
ALCOSAN Regionalization Transfer Agreement: Solicitor Brown is working to 
schedule a meeting during the month of October with the Lowries Run Operating 
Committee Staff, Solicitors and ALCOSAN to further discuss the transfer of the Lowries 
Run Interceptor from Mahole No. 40 to O-15. 
 
Solicitor Brown explained that the Authority will review the right-of-way agreements on 
file with Ross Township from Manhole 40 South.    
 
Engineer’s Report:  Kevin Creagh reported on the following: 
 
Pine Creek WWTP-Phase I Expansion:  The next progress meeting is scheduled for 
September 12, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. at the Pine Creek Plant.  Global Heavy has poured 
concrete for the last piece of the wall on the Bardenpho tanks.  They continue to install 
piping in the interior of the plant.   
 
MTSA Staff provided a Power Point presentation on the work occurring at the Pine Creek 
Plant.  
 
Merit Electric is performing testing on various blowers.  They are also running piping to 
the new Scada system.  Merit Electric performed a start-up on the blowers that are now 
online.     
 
A & B Pump Station & Forcemain: Staff had a successful startup and performance test 
on the pump station equipment.  Spartan is in the process of scheduling the subcontractor 
to perform the demolition work on the station.  MTSA crews have removed the 
equipment they are interested in salvaging.  MTSA Staff met with Tri-State to discuss 
removal of the debris and cleaning the tanks.     
 
Longvue No. 2-Copper Study:  MTSA is waiting for the new filters to be delivered and 
installed.  MTSA will perform grab sample testing using the new filters.   
 
High Strength Waste Calculation:  KLH has completed the draft report on the high 
strength waste calculation.  The report has been submitted to MTSA Staff for review.  
The draft report has been distributed and will be discussed further at the September 21, 
Work Session Meeting.  MTSA Staff is in the process of establishing a uniform system of 
fees for the service area.  
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Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Aufman reviewed the Sanitary Sewer 
Permit and Tap Fee Summary Report summarizing the fees for the month of August 
2023.  The fees that are submitted to the Development Office for services are lower than 
normal for this time of year.     
 
Mr. Aufman reviewed the Current Development Projects Report submitted listing the 
active and non-active construction occurring in the Authority’s service area with the 
Board. 
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation Report: Mr. Richard provided the Field and 
Maintenance Operation Report for Board review.    
 
The Televising and Cleaning Crews have been adjusting manholes. The crews are 
working on spot repairs using the cured-in-place pipe lining process in the Highland 
Manor Plan.  The crews are continuing with routine televising and root cutting.  The 
Authority will use our mechanical root cutting equipment in several areas previously 
treated with a chemical root control application that has not seemed to be working as well 
as it did in the past. 
 
The Lines Crew is working to complete the line replacement project in the Fox Ridge 
Plan.  Mr. Schwab reported that the lines have been air tested.  The Lines Crew is in the 
process of mobilizing to Edwood Road, Phase II of the project.  A homeowner in the 
vicinity of the project has been very cooperative and satisfied with the work performed 
by the Authority.  Mr. Richard reported that the Authority will recognize a substantial 
amount of inflow and infiltration removed from the system when this project is 
completed.     
 
The Maintenance Crew is awaiting delivery of the pumps for the Arndt Road Pump 
Station.  They have purchased materials for the basin installation at the Ohio Township 
Verland Pump Station.   
 
MTSA Plant Operation Report: Mr. Bricker reviewed the Plant Operations Report.   
W.K. Merriman delivered magnesium to the Pine Creek Plant.  It was discovered that 
some wood bark found its way into the magnesium tank.  W.K. Merriman returned to run 
the strainer equipment to remove the debris. The equipment has been returned to full 
operation.   
 
Plant personnel used a heavy-duty crane to lift the transfer pump out of Digester Tank 
No. 4.  They also used the crane to lift the mixer out of Tank No. 5.  Plant personnel built 
new gates for the influent troughs.   
 
During an extreme rainfall event this weekend, approximately 8 million gallons of 
sewage was processed through the Pine Creek Plant resulting in several overflows.  Plant 
Personnel are in the process of preparing a letter to submit with the DMR’s to the 
Allegheny County Health Department addressing these excursions. 
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Pine Creek WWTP-Phase I Update: Mr. Blakley, Consultant, provided the Board with 
a copy of the September Progress Report for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Expansion.  A Power Point presentation on the work occurring at the Pine Creek Plant.   
 
Mr. Blakley reported that the project has achieved two important milestones this month.  
The first milestone is that the Contractor has performed a startup test on the blower 
equipment and the equipment is now operational.  Plant Personnel will run the equipment 
for approximately two weeks to verify the blowers are operating as designed.  The second 
milestone is that the Contractor has connected the Mag-Meters to the Scada System.  This 
equipment has started to record the daily flows at the Pine Creek Plant.      
 
Randolph Claim:  Mr. Blakley attended the deposition to answer questions concerning 
the Randolph claim.  MTSA Staff had met with Counsel prior to the deposition to review 
materials and photos associated with the claim.     
 
2024 Draft Operating Budget and Five-Year Plans:  Mr. Youngblood prepared and 
submitted for Board review the preliminary draft of the 2024 Five-Year Routine 
Maintenance and Capital Expenditure Plans. These plans will be discussed in further 
detail at the next work session meeting.   
 
MTSA Staff has prepared the preliminary 2024 Draft McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority and 2024 Draft Lowries Run Joint Operating Budgets to be presented for 
further review at the September work session meeting.         
 
The Business Manager has prepared the draft budgets based on revenue for a six-month 
period.  The Authority will not see the full impact of last years’ rate increase until the 
following year. The budgets will be updated as the new income figures become available.  
Mr. Giancola will provide an updated budget at the October meeting.   
 
Huntington Bank, New Billing System–Update: Mr. Giancola reported that the 
transition over to Huntington Bank is proceeding.  He reported that Huntington Bank was 
having issues with the United State Post Office not delivering the Authority invoices in a 
timely manner.  This issue has been rectified.  The Authority continues to meet with 
Huntington Bank on a weekly basis to review issues. MTSA is in the process of 
terminating the accounts with PNC Bank.   
 
Suburban Whitetail Management Request:  Mr. Youngblood stated that Suburban 
Whitetail Management submitted their Certificate of Insurance for 2024, as required.   
 
Town of McCandless-Update:  Mr. Youngblood reported that Mr. Casey, Town of 
McCandless Liaison was absent.  Mr. Youngblood said he thanked the Authority for 
donating materials for the walking trail project. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mr. Semon moved to adjourn the September 7, 2023, Regular 
Meeting, seconded by Mr. Merski.  The meeting ended at 8:10 p.m. Motion Carried.   
 
By:  Elizabeth Keast  


