
 
THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 

 
THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 2, 2021                                                       MEETING NO.  10 
 
CALL TO ORDER – The Regular Meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors was held on Thursday, September 2, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237.  
Mr. Christopher Eddy called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL – Mr. Eddy, Chairman called roll.  Authority Board Members present were 
James Forsey, Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski, and M. John Schon.   
 
Also present were: R. Thomas Riley, Assistant Treasurer, Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, 
McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.; William Youngblood, 
Executive Director; Dennis Blakley, Director of Operations; Raymond Aufman, 
Development/Administrative Manager; William Richard, Superintendent-absent; Anthony 
Giancola, Business Manager, David Smith, Town of McCandless via telephone and 
Elizabeth Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
INVOCATION: Mr. Schon gave the invocation.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mr. Eddy led the Board and staff in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no Public Comments.     
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Mr. Merski advised that there were no communications to report.     
 
RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING BE PLACED IN MOTION: 
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF AUGUST 5, 2021:  A 
motion was made by Mr. Semon to approve the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of 
August 5, 2021, as submitted to each Board Member, seconded by Mr. Schon.  All members 
present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
LIST OF BILLS DATED SEPTEMBER 2, 2021:  Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board 
the List of Bills Report for the period of August 5 through September 1, 2021, totaling 
$379,000.00, as presented.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Forsey to approve for payment the List of Bills, as presented, 
seconded by Mr. Merski.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried 
unanimously.   
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APPROVE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT NO. 10 TO 
MASCO CONSTRUCTION, INC.:  A motion was made by Mr. Merski to approve 
Application and Certificate for Payment No. 10 to MASCO Construction, Inc. in the amount 
of $20,317.50 for the Pine Creek WWTP Blower Building Expansion Project as 
recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Schon.  All members present voted 
“Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVE PAYMENT APPLICATION NO. 3-FINAL TO INSITUFORM 
TECHNOLOGIES, LLC:  A motion was made by Mr. Semon to approve Payment 
Application No. 3-Final to Insituform Technologies, LLC, in the amount of $66,781.93, for 
the Lowries Run Sanitary Sewer Lining ITI Project No. 381054, as recommended by KLH 
Engineers, Inc. and certified August 26th, 2021, seconded by Forsey.  All members present 
voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Engineer Creagh mentioned that this is the final payment.   
 
APPROVE PAYMENT APPLICATION NO. 1 TO J5 CONSTRUCTION:  A motion 
was made by Mr. Forsey to approve Payment No. 1 to J5 Construction in the amount of 
$70,200.00, for the Peebles Pump Station-General/Mechanical Contract No. 103 Rebid 
Project, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Schon.  All members 
present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
AWARD BID CONTRACT TO INDEPENDENT ENTERPRISES, INC. DBA JET 
JACK INC.:  A motion was made by Mr. Merski to award bid contract to Independent 
Enterprises, Inc. dba Jet Jack Inc. in the amount of $54,900.00, the lowest responsible 
responsive bidder for the A & B Forcemain Directional Drill Project, as recommended by 
KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Schon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 604:  Motion was made by Mr. Semon to adopt Resolution 
No. 604, A Resolution to authorize the reimbursement with 2021 Bond Proceeds of certain 
preliminary capital project expenditures in accordance with the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  All members present voted “Aye” and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
SYSTEM REPORTS:   
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
 
ALCOSAN Transfer Agreement: Solicitor Brown did not have any new information to 
report on regarding the ALCOSAN Transfer Agreement.   
 
Allegheny County Health Department–Consent Decree:  Solicitor Brown has reviewed 
the draft Phase 2 Municipal Consent Decree that the Authority received.   
 
Solicitor Brown reviewed the sections in the Consent Order that raise concerns with the 
Board.   The Authority will need to wait for the final version to see if it will include more 
details.   



REGULAR MEETING – SEPTEMBER 2, 2021                                                                              PAGE 3 
 

It has been determined that the Separate sewer system (SSS) communities will soon receive 
their official Phase II consent orders from the Allegheny County Health Department in the 
next few weeks.  The Authority will be required to approve and execute the Consent Order 
by Resolution before it will take effect.  
 
2016/2021 Bond Issue – Finance Committee Meeting-Update:  Solicitor Brown reported 
that the Finance Committee held a meeting this morning to discuss refunding the 2016 Bond 
Issue.  In attendance at the meeting were Mr. Forsey, Mr. Semon Mr. Blakley, Mr. Giancola 
from MTSA and Solicitor Brown of Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, P.C. and Mr. Egan of 
Public Investment Advisors, Inc., via teleconference.   
 
As a result of discussion, Board consensus was to authorize the Finance Advisory Committee 
to work with Solicitor Brown and Mr. Egan to prepare the necessary paperwork associated 
with the refunding of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority, Sewer Revenue Bonds, 
Series of 2016 Bond Issue and to prepare the necessary paperwork to apply for the 2021 new 
Bond Issue.   
 
Stratford Court and Randolph Claim:  Solicitor Brown recommended that the Stratford 
Court and Randolph Claim be moved to the end of the meeting agenda and discussed in 
executive session.  Engineer Creagh was requested to attend the executive session at the end 
of the meeting.  
 
KLH ENGINEERS, INC.:   Mr. Youngblood reviewed the Engineers Report.   
 
Pine Creek WWTP – Phase 1 Expansion:  KLH Engineers reported that Masco has 
estimated they will be substantially complete by the end of August.  Masco continues to work 
on completing the punch list.  The Authority has received reimbursement from the PA 
Department of Community & Economic Development this week for the grant for the Blower 
Building Project. 
 
Peebles Pump Station & Forcemain:  KLH Engineers, Inc. advised that J5 Construction 
has started directional drilling on the forcemain portion of the project.  They are waiting for 
the wet well vendor to confirm delivery before they start work on the actual pump station 
site.   
 
GROW GRANT-Lowries Run CIPP:  Insituform completed the punch list work to the 
satisfaction of the MTSA Staff.  KLH has reviewed the post-construction CCTV for the 
punch list areas and KLH concurs that the project is now complete.  KLH will start the grant 
reimbursement process with ALCOSAN.   
 
A & B Pump Station & Forcemain:  The bid opening for the A & B Directional Drilling 
Project was held on September 1, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. at the MTSA offices.   
 
Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Aufman presented for Board review the 
Sanitary Sewer Permit and Tap Fee Summary Report for the month of August 2021.   
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Mr. Aufman reviewed the Current Development Projects Report for September showing the 
active and non-active construction occurring throughout the Authority’s service area. 
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation: Mr. Blakley reviewed the Field/Maintenance 
and Plant Report with the Board.   
 
The Lines Crew made two concrete encasement repairs on exposed pipe located at Harold 
Street in McCandless and on Rochester Road in Franklin Park Borough.     
 
Recently, the Lines Crew and the Lines Maintenance Crew have been working together on 
sealing the new manholes that traverse from North Park Pool down to the Pine Creek Plant 
due to the presence of hydrogen sulfide.   
 
The Lines Crew has started work on the A & B Force Main Project.  They have begun to 
establish the staging area and access road to the streambed in the Laurel Lane woods area.  
They have also started to clear the trees and debris to install the erosion control and silt 
fencing for the project.  
 
The Fish Run Pump Station No. 1 experienced an electrical equipment power failure at the 
pump station.  It was determined that the transformer failed causing the auto dialer to trip the 
relay breaker.  The failure caused a basement backup in one of the office buildings on 
Nicholson Road.  The Authority had contacted FireDex to perform a cleaning of the area.  
The Authority has also filed a claim with our insurance carrier for the damages.    
 
Plant Operations:     
 
Pine Creek Plant:  Mr. Blakley reported that the blower VFD on Digester No. 5 failed and 
will need replaced.  A new blower VFD has been ordered. 
 
The centrifuge has been performing well.   
 
Plant Personnel are working to replace the chlorine solution feed lines in the tunnel area. 
 
Longvue No. 1 Plant:  Mr. Blakley stated that there was an electrical issue with the raw 
sewage pumps VFD’s.  Personnel are in the process of arranging a service inspection on the 
generator by Cleveland Brothers Industrial Division. 
 
Longvue No. 2 Plant:  Mr. Blakley said that plant personnel will utilize the crane obtained 
from Federal Surplus to perform maintenance and cleaning of the digester diffusers to 
increase air flow at the Longvue No. 2 Plant.     
 
A & B Plant:  Personnel are working on repairs and maintenance on the Buss Bar 
connections for Process Blower No. 3. 
 
OTSA Plants:  Mr. Blakely advised that MTSA personnel made repairs to the influent 
grinder at the Windy Knoll Plant.  Personnel also had to replace the main line braker on the 
Process Blower No. 3 at the Kilbuck Plant. 
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Authority Personnel has started to perform an equipment and materials inventory audit to 
make sure the Authority has the necessary spare parts on hand due to the long lead times 
required on various replacement parts.   
 
Mr. Blakley expressed gratitude and thanks to our employees who have taken on additional 
responsibilities during the recent period of unexpected and challenging maintenance issues. 
 
Mr. Blakley reviewed the rain flow totals experienced at the Plants during the rain events on 
August 31st and September 1, 2021.    
 
Wet Weather Issues:  Mr. Youngblood provided the September 2021 Update from 3 Rivers 
Wet Weather on when the communities will receive their official Phase II Consent Orders 
from the Allegheny County Health Department.   
 
ACHD Wastewater Testing Program:  Mr. Youngblood advised the Board that the 
Authority Representatives and the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) 
Representatives will hold a Zoom meeting on September 3, 2021 to discuss the Sampling 
Program to identify Covid in wastewater.  MTSA Staff submitted a budget to the ACHD for 
approval for the testing program.     
 
Sale of Property: Mr. Blakley received Board authorization to research the idea of 
purchasing the property currently for sale near our offices.     
 
PMAA Annual Conference & Trade Show:  Mr. Youngblood reported that several Board 
and Staff attended the Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Association Annual Conference 
held on August 29th to September 1, 2021.  Mr. Semon mentioned that the majority of the 
seminars were regarding rain event/stormwater.       
 
Town of McCandless-Update:  Mr. Smith, Town Liaison provided an update from Town 
of McCandless on the proposed rezoning for the Marwa Property which was voted down.  
The facility to be constructed next to the Senior Living Development on Blazier Drive was 
approved.   
 
Announcement of Executive Session:  Chairman Eddy announced that the Board will 
proceed into an executive session to discuss potential litigation matters regarding Stratford 
Court and the Randolph Claim.    
 
Unfinished Business:  There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business:  There was no new business. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Chairman Eddy mentioned that the Board did not need to reconvene 
the meeting.  At this time, a motion was made by Mr. Semon to adjourn the September 2, 
2021, Regular Meeting, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  There being no further business to bring 
before the Board the meeting ended at 9:10 p.m.  Motion Carried. 

EAK:  09/15/21 


