
 

THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING 
 
MINUTES – AUGUST 5, 2021                                                               MEETING NO.  09 
 
CALL TO ORDER – The Regular Meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors was held on Thursday, August 5, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237.  
Mr. Christopher Eddy called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL – Mr. Eddy, Chairman called roll.  Authority Board Members present were 
James Forsey, Thomas Merski, and M. John Schon.  Patrick Semon was absent. 
 
Also present were: R. Thomas Riley, Assistant Treasurer, Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, 
McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.-absent; William 
Youngblood, Executive Director; Dennis Blakley, Director of Operations; Raymond 
Aufman, Development/Administrative Manager; William Richard, Superintendent-absent; 
Anthony Giancola, Business Manager, David Smith, Town of McCandless and Elizabeth 
Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
INVOCATION: Mr. Merski gave the invocation.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mr. Eddy led the Board and staff in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no Public Comments.     
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Mr. Merski advised that there were no communications to report.     
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Mr. Eddy stated that the Board held 
an Executive Session on July 15, 2021 to discuss litigation matters. 
 
RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING BE PLACED IN MOTION: 
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF JULY 1, 2021:  A motion 
was made by Mr. Forsey to approve the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of July 1, 
2021, as submitted to each Board Member, seconded by Mr. Schon.  All members present 
voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.     
 
LIST OF BILLS DATED AUGUST 5, 2021:  Mr. Giancola reviewed with the Board the 
List of Bills Report for the period through August 5, 2021, totaling $1,193,575.04, as 
presented.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Merski to approve for payment the List of Bills dated August 5, 
2021, as presented, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  All members present voted “Aye” and the 
motion carried unanimously.   
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APPROVE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT NO. 9 TO 
MASCO CONSTRUCTION, INC.:  A motion was made by Mr. Forsey to approve 
Application and Certificate for Payment No. 9 to MASCO Construction, Inc. in the amount 
of $21,154.50 for the Pine Creek WWTP Blower Building Expansion Project as 
recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Merski.  All members present voted 
“Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Blakley reviewed with the Board the punch list of items that need to be completed before 
the project is considered finished.     
 
ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 603:  Mr. Merski made a motion to adopt Resolution            
No. 603, A Resolution of the Board of Directors of The McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Authorizing the Approval of a First 
Amendment to a Loan and Security Agreement with The Huntington National Bank, and 
Authorizing the Execution of Documents Related Thereto, seconded by Mr. Schon.  All 
members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Giancola noted that the Authority paid a loan origination fee in 2020 when the account 
was opened.  The Authority is required to renew the line of credit annually and there is no 
renewal fee.   
   
APPROVE PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BY TOUGH SEAL OF PITTSBURGH:  Mr. 
Forsey made a motion to approve the proposal submitted by Tough Seal of Pittsburgh for 
seal coating of parking lots at 418 and 422 Arcadia Drive for a total contract price of 
$12,260.00, seconded by Mr. Merski.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Blakley explained that he received prices from two firms for the seal coating work.  He 
called several other firms to request proposals and did not receive any response from the 
companies.   
 
Solicitor Brown advised that the Authority satisfied its competitive bidding requirements and 
can proceed with the recommended proposal. 
 
SYSTEM REPORTS:   
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
 
ALCOSAN Transfer Agreement: Solicitor Brown did not have any new information to 
report on regarding the ALCOSAN Transfer Agreement.   
 
Allegheny County Health Department–Consent Decree:  Solicitor Brown did not have 
any new information to report on from Allegheny County or the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection concerning the Phase 2 Municipal Consent Decree.  
 
Mr. Youngblood received notification from 3 Rivers Wet Weather that they will hold a 
meeting on Thursday, August 12, 2021 to discuss the timeline and budgeting associated with 
the Phase II, Municipal Consent Decree and when the final order will be mailed out to the 
municipalities.     
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A & B/Peebles Project-Property ROW Acquisition: Solicitor advised that the recorded 
Right-of-Way Agreements have been received from the Recorder of Deeds Office for the     
A & B/Peebles Sewer Project.   
 
Solicitor Brown explained that there were no objections filed within the designated 30-day 
period on the condemnation proceedings for the Patterson property.  The Authority can now 
move forward with the project. 
 
Stratford Court and Randolph Claim:  Solicitor Brown recommended that the Stratford 
Court and Randolph Claim be discussed at the end of the meeting in executive session. 
 
Senate Bill No. 554:  Solicitor Brown stated that recently approved Senate Bill No. 554 
amends the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act and is effective on August 29, 2021.  This Bill 
requires agencies to provide notice of their meetings to the public at the location of the 
meeting as well as on its website no later than 24 hours in advance of the meeting.  Once the 
meeting agenda is finalized, the agency may not take any official action on any items not 
listed on such notice, except in emergency situations or to consider matters de minimis in 
nature. 
 
Bond Refinancing Opportunity:  Solicitor Brown has reviewed the 2016 Bond Issue 
documents.  Current market conditions provide opportunities for the Authority to realize 
savings associated with refinancing of the 2016 Bond Issue this September. 
 
After discussion, Mr. Youngblood and Anthony Giancola received Board authorization to 
appoint Mr. Egan, Financial Advisor of Public Investment Advisors, to provide professional 
financial advisory services to the Authority to include a proposal to proceed with refunding 
options.  Mr. Youngblood recommended for the proper officers of the McCandless Township 
Sanitary Authority to execute the Finance Advisor Agreement, prepared by Mr. Egan, 
Financial Advisor of Public Investment Advisors.   
 
Board consensus was expressed to appoint Solicitor Ronald Brown, of Dickie, McCamey & 
Chilcote, P.C., as bond counsel to the Authority.   
 
Board consensus was to appoint Mr. Giancola, Mr. Semon and Mr. Forsey to serve as 
members of the Financial Advisory Committee to work with Mr. Egan and Solicitor Brown 
on all other actions needed to provide the proposed plan for refinancing of the Authority’s 
2016 Bond Issue to also include any financing options for additional new money the 
Authority would elect to include for capital project costs.   
 
KLH Engineers, Inc. was requested by the Board to provide an updated estimate on the Pine 
Creek Plant Rehabilitation Project for review.  
 
KLH ENGINEERS, INC.:   Mr. Youngblood reviewed the Engineers Report.   
 
Pine Creek WWTP – Phase 1 Expansion:  KLH Engineers has contacted the Pennsylvania 
Department of Community & Economic Development (DCED) regarding reimbursement 
No. 3 in the amount of $156,334.12.  They have advised that the payment will be processed 
shortly.  KLH Engineers is in the process of preparing the timeline on when to proceed to 
bid the project.          
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Peebles Pump Station & Forcemain:  KLH Engineers, Inc. has spoken to J5 Construction 
and they will be starting the forcemain portion of their job around August 16, 2021.    
 
A&B Pump Station & Forcemain:  KLH Engineers has completed the design work on the 
Directional Drill portion of the project under Laurel Lane and Sample Road that will be out 
for bid on August 12, 2021.  The bid opening is scheduled for September 1, 2021 at 2:00 
p.m. at the Authority’s office.  
 
GROW GRANT-Lowries Run CIPP: On August 9, 2021, Insituform will start work on 
the sections of the line to be repaired.   
 
Flow Data Quarterly Report:  KLH Engineers has completed the second Quarterly Flow 
Data Monitoring Report.  This report has been received by the McCandless Township 
Sanitary Authority.   
 
Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Aufman presented for Board review the 
Sanitary Sewer Permit and Tap Fee Summary Report for the month of July 2021.   
 
Mr. Aufman reviewed the August Current Development Projects Report showing the active 
and non-active construction occurring throughout the Authority’s service area. 
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation: Mr. Blakley reported that the Authority 
received a letter from ALCOSAN approving the Dialysis Clinic on Perry Highway. 
 
The Peebles Pump Station Forcemain Project is complete.  The restrooms at Pie Traynor 
Field have been connected.  The Authority is in the process of moving out our equipment.  
At this time, the grading is being completed and the landscaper will begin his work.   
 
The Authority received the last right of way agreement for the A & B Forcemain Project.   
The crew will start mobilization to the work site over the next couple of weeks.  The 
Authority has a couple of small projects to work on before moving to the A & B site.     
 
The Authority Lines Maintenance Crew is working to repair the concrete on the entrance 
way to the 418 Arcadia Drive office building. 
 
Plant Operations Report:  Mr. Blakley reviewed the Plant Operations Report.   
 
Mr. Blakley reported that the VFD on Pump No. 1 at the Pine Creek Plant has been installed 
and is up and running.   
 
Plant personnel are repairing the rotor and stator on Centrifuge Pump No. 1.  They have 
completed the WETT test sampling for the Pine Creek and Longvue No. 1 Plants and are 
awaiting the results.  
 
The crew at the Longvue No. 2 Plant repaired the distribution pipe going to the lower media 
bed.  A tree fell and broke the pipe during the storm.  The muffin monster has been installed 
and is working properly.  The effluent contact tank diffuser has been repaired. 



REGULAR MEETING – AUGUST 5, 2021                                                                                        PAGE 5 
 

The airline on the waste valve at the east tank is in the process of being repaired at the               
A & B Plant. 
 
ACHD Wastewater Testing Program:  Mr. Youngblood advised the Board that the 
Authority Representatives and the Allegheny County Health Department (ACHD) 
Representatives will hold a Zoom meeting tomorrow to discuss the Sampling Program to 
identify Covid in the wastewater.  MTSA Staff will prepare a scope or work, timeline and 
cost schedule for implementing the sampling program to submit to the ACHD for review and 
approval.   
 
MTSA Computer Security–Update:  Mr. Blakley reported that the Authority received 
notification from Representatives of the Pennsylvania Municipal Authority Association 
concerning unemployment fraud.  They advised employers what to do should their 
employees receive information that they filed an unemployment claim with the 
unemployment office.    
 
The Authority has requested our information technology provider to review the network 
system for possible security threats. 
 
Lowries Run Operating Committee:  Mr. Youngblood reported that the Authority 
Representatives and Ross Township Representatives met to discuss reestablishment of the 
Lowries Run Operating Committee meetings.  The meeting ended with the understanding 
that a committee meeting would be held in the near future.  A potential date and time for the 
next meeting will be sent to all participants.       
 
PMAA Annual Conference & Trade Show:  The Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities 
Association Annual Conference will be held August 29th to September 1, 2021.  The 2022 
proposed resolutions to be discussed at the legislative committee meeting were provided for 
review.  Mr. Riley the Authority’s Official Delegate will be attending the meeting.   
 
3 Rivers Wet Weather Conference:  The 3 Rivers Wet Weather Conference will be held 
November 3-4, 2021 at the Monroeville Convention Center.  Certified wastewater operators 
can earn up to 4 credits towards their operator license.   
 
Annual Joint Fall Conference:  Mr. Youngblood reported that the Annual Joint Fall 
Conference of Townships, Boroughs & Authorities is scheduled to be held October 15-17, 
2021 at the Erie Bayfront Convention Center.   
 
Town of McCandless-Update:  Mr. Smith, Town Liaison provided an update from Town 
of McCandless which included the rezoning request for the Marwa Property and the status 
of the residential building to be constructed next to the Senior Living Development.   
 
Announcement of Executive Session:  Chairman Eddy announced that the Board will 
proceed into an executive session to discuss potential litigation matters regarding Stratford 
Court and the Randolph Claim.    
 
Unfinished Business:  There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business:  There was no new business. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Schon to adjourn the August 5, 2021, 
Regular Meeting, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  There being no further business to bring before 
the Board the meeting ended at 8:39 p.m.  Motion Carried. 

EAK:  08/27/21 


