
  

THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING 
 
MINUTES – AUGUST 3, 2023                                                           MEETING NO. 11 
 
Call to Order – The regular monthly meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors was held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 3, 2023, at the 
Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15237.       
 
Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by Chairman Christopher Eddy.  Authority 
Board Members present were James Forsey, Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski.  Mr. Schon 
was absent.   
 
The following personnel were in attendance: Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, 
McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.-Absent; William 
Youngblood, Executive Director; Bill Richard, Superintendent; James Schwab, Assistant 
Superintendent; Raymond Aufman, Development/Administrative Manager; Anthony 
Giancola, Business Manager; Ed Bricker, Plant Manager; Tim Barker Plant Assistant; 
Dennis Blakley, Consultant; Jack Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison, and Elizabeth 
Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
Invocation: Mr. Forsey gave the invocation.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mr. Eddy led the Board and staff in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comments: There were no public comments.   
 
Communications: There were no communications.  
 
RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING BE PLACED IN MOTION:   
 
JULY 6, 2023, REGULAR MEETING AND THE SPECIAL MEETING OF JULY 
20, 2023:  Mr. Semon moved to approve the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of 
July 6, 2023, and The Special Meeting of July 20, 2023, as submitted to each Board 
Member, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  Motion Carried (4-0).       
 
AUGUST 3, 2023, LIST OF BILLS: Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board the List of 
Bills Summary Report for August 3, 2023, totaling $1,167,778.40, as presented.           
Mr. Semon answered several questions concerning the List of Bills. 
 
Mr. Forsey moved to approve payment of the List of Bills Report for August 3, 2023, as 
submitted, seconded by Mr. Merski. Motion Carried (4-0).    
    
 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING – AUGUST 3, 2023 - CONTINUED:                                                       PAGE 2 
 
 

GLOBAL HEAVY CORP. PAYMENT: Mr. Merski moved to approve the 
Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 18, submitted by Global Heavy Corp., in the 
amount of $594,097.46, for the period through 7/1/2023 to 7/31/2023, for work 
completed for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-Improvements Phase I Project, 
2021-109-General/Mechanical Construction Contract, as recommended by KLH 
Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Semon.  Motion Carried (4-0).         
 
MERIT ELECTRICAL GROUP, INC. PAYMENT:  Mr. Semon moved to approve 
Application and Certificate for Payment No. 16, submitted by Merit Electrical Group, 
Inc., in the amount of $35,991.15, for the period through 7/25/2023, for work completed 
for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-Phase I Improvements, Contract 110-
Electrical Construction, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by           
Mr. Forsey.  Motion Carried (4-0).       
 
SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. PAYMENT:  Mr. Forsey moved to 
approve Application and Certificate for Payment No. 13, submitted by Spartan 
Construction Services, Inc., in the amount of $139,905.87, for the period to 7/30/2023 for 
the work completed for the A & B Pump Station Conversion Project-General Mechanical 
Contract, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Merski. Motion 
Carried (4-0).       
 
McCURLEY HOUSTON ELECTRIC, INC. PAYMENT:  Mr. Merski moved to 
approve Payment Application No. 11, submitted by McCurley Houston Electric, Inc. in 
the amount of $32,494.34, for period thru 7/19/2023 for work completed for the A & B 
Pump Station Conversion, Contract 113, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., 
seconded by Mr. Semon. Motion Carried (4-0). 
 
Solicitor’s Report:  Solicitor Brown reported on the following: 
 
Settlement of Stratford Court:  Solicitor Brown discussed and obtained a Settlement 
and Release Agreement and Addendum thereto for execution by the parties concerning 
the Stratford Court Case.  These documents will be filed with the court.  Upon receipt of 
the filed Agreements, Solicitor Brown will release the settlement check to plaintiff’s 
counsel.     
 
ALCOSAN Regionalization Transfer Agreement: Solicitor Brown reported that a 
Lowries Run Operating Committee Meeting with ALCOSAN is scheduled for August 10, 
2023 at 9:30 a.m. at the Authority’s main office.  A copy of the agenda is in the Board 
packet showing our planned discussion topics with ALCOSAN that include the Lowries 
Run Trunkline Transfer Agreement issues and ALCOSAN’s O15 Proposed 
Modifications.   
 
Solicitor Brown will prepare and submit to the Board and Staff a checklist of the 
important issues the Authority will want to discuss with ALCOSAN prior to the meeting. 
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Pine Creek WWTP-Phase I Expansion: Mr. Blakley, Consultant, provided the Board 
with a copy of the August Progress Report for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment 
Facility Upgrade.  Mr. Blakley reported that the Bardenpho Aeration Process System 
concrete work continues. The influent splitter chamber has been formed, poured and 
completed.  Staff provided pictures of the ongoing installation work at the plant.   
 
MTSA is planning to transition to the Bardenpho Process and the new clarifier systems 
by the end of August.  KLH and MTSA will meet with the contractor to discuss 
developing a sequencing plan to startup the equipment for testing. KLH Engineers 
continues to work on the Scada system programming and installation. 
 
A & B Pump Station & Forcemain: Duquesne Light has set the permanent transformers 
and McCurley Houston is working to complete the permanent power switchover.  A 
startup using clean water is scheduled tentatively for August 7, 2023. 
  
Longvue No. 2-Copper Study:  MTSA is in the process of purchasing new filters to 
perform grab samples of copper with brand new filters. MTSA will reach out to the 
manufacturer as suggested. 
 
Lowries Run SSO Removal Project:  KLH Engineers will submit information to the 
Lowries Run Operating Committee at the meeting scheduled for August 10, 2023, to 
determine if the project is ready to be approved to solicit bids.      
 
High Strength Waste Calculation:  KLH and MTSA met to review the draft report and 
calculation.  MTSA Staff is in the process of establishing a uniform system of fees.  
 
Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Aufman reviewed the Sanitary Sewer 
Permit and Tap Fee Summary Report summarizing the fees for the month of July 2023.  
The fees that are coming into the Development Office for services are lower than normal 
for this time of year.     
 
A copy of the Current Development Projects Report was provided for review listing the 
active and non-active construction occurring in the Authority’s service area. 
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation Report: Mr. Richard provided the Field and 
Maintenance Operation Report for Board review.    
 
The Televising and Cleaning Crews have been working on Grubbs Road adjusting 
manholes for the paving work tentatively scheduled to begin.  The crews are working on 
spot repairs using the cured-in-place pipe lining process in the Indian Plan. 
 
The Lines Crew is working on completing the line replacement in the Fox Ridge Plan.   
 
The maintenance crew has finished the rebuild of the Roosevelt pump station control 
upgrade in Ohio Township. The crew will also perform a rebuild on the Arndt Road 
pump station.   
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The Longvue No. 2 Plant grit pump is out for repair and the maintenance crew continues 
to work on the Pine Creek lab addition.   
 
MTSA Plant Operation Report: Mr. Bricker reviewed the Plant Operations Report.   
He explained that Pine Creek Plant personnel rebuilt the effluent pump and the 
equipment has been returned to full operation.   
 
MTSA personnel are in the process of rebuilding the grit pump at Longvue No. 1 Plant.  
KLH has arranged a group tour to view the Aqua Aerobics Sequential Batch Reactor 
equipment in use at the Authority’s Longvue No. 1 Plant on August 7, 2023.   
 
The Authority has received a letter from the Allegheny County Health Department 
regarding the Compliance Evaluation Inspection conducted at the Pine Creek Sewage 
Treatment Plant.  A response letter has been prepared on the requested plan and schedule 
to submit to the Health Department to address their concerns. 
 
Wet Weather Issues:  The Authority received over 1 ½ inches of rain over the weekend 
and there were no issues with processing the flows at the plants.   
 
New Billing System–Update: Mr. Giancola reported that the Authority has sent out the 
small bill account to our customers.  The Authority has not experienced any issues with 
the billing system process at this time.  Huntington Bank reported that the main issue 
with the United State Post Office has been corrected.   
 
The Authority has been meeting with Huntington Bank on a weekly basis to discuss any 
issues or concerns.  The large bill account will be sent out to our customers on August 15, 
2023.  The Authority is in the process of terminating the accounts with PNC Bank.  The 
Authority will send out an email notifying customers that continue to pay via an 
electronic check. 
 
2024 Draft Operating Budget and Five-Year Plans:  Mr. Youngblood reported that the 
preliminary draft 2024 Five-Year Routine Maintenance and Capital Expenditure Plans 
have been prepared for review.  These plans will be discussed in more detail at the next 
work session meeting.   
 
MTSA Staff is in the process of preparing the preliminary 2024 Draft McCandless 
Township Sanitary Authority and 2024 Draft Lowries Run Joint Operating Budgets to be 
presented for review at the September work session meeting.     
 
The Authority will need to discuss whether the operating budget should include a 
residential and non-residential rate increase due to the ALCOSAN rate increase for the 
MTSA customers in the Lowries Run System.   
 
Mr. Youngblood reported that MTSA Staff will begin to review options for a new 
telephone system over the next year since products and support may become obsolete 
with our current telephone system.  Mr. Casey provided suggestions to Staff on their new 
telephone system.    
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Mr. Youngblood pointed out several articles of interest outlined in the Pennsylvania 
Municipal Authorities Association magazine for August.     
 
Town of McCandless-Update:  Mr. Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison reported that 
the Town of McCandless recently held a National Night Out, which was a huge success.  
He also mentioned that Community Day is scheduled for September 9, 2023, and the 
Environmental Advisory Committee is seeking a student member.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mr. Semon moved to adjourn the August 3, 2023, Regular Meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Forsey.  The meeting ended at 7:53 p.m. Motion Carried.   
 
By:  Elizabeth Keast  


