
  

THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING 
 
MINUTES – JULY 6, 2023                                                                 MEETING NO. 09 
 
Call to Order – The regular monthly meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors was held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 6, 2023, at the 
Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15237.       
 
Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by Chairman Christopher Eddy.  Authority 
Board Members present were James Forsey, Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski and M. John 
Schon.   
 
The following personnel were in attendance: Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, 
McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.; William Youngblood, 
Executive Director; Bill Richard, Superintendent; Steve Buehler, Assistant 
Superintendent; Raymond Aufman, Development/Administrative Manager; Anthony 
Giancola, Business Manager; Ed Bricker, Plant Manager; Tim Barker Plant Assistant; 
Dennis Blakley, Consultant; Jack Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison, and Elizabeth 
Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
Invocation: Mr. Semon gave the invocation.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mr. Eddy led the Board and staff in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Comments: There were no public comments.   
 
Communications: There were no communications.  
 
Recommend the Following Be Placed in Motion: 
 
JUNE 1, 2023, REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: Mr. Semon moved to approve the 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of June 1, 2023, as submitted to each Board 
Member, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  Motion Carried (5-0).       
 
JULY LIST OF BILLS: Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board the List of Bills Summary 
Report for July 2023, totaling $451,689.45, as presented. Mr. Semon answered several 
questions concerning the List of Bills. 
 
Mr. Forsey moved to approve payment of the List of Bills Report for July 6, 2023, as 
submitted, seconded by Mr. Merski. Motion Carried (5-0).    
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GLOBAL HEAVY CORP. PAYMENT:  Mr. Schon moved to approve the 
Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 17, submitted by Global Heavy Corp., in the 
amount of $352,182.61 for the period through 6/1/2023 to 6/30/2023, for work completed 
for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-Improvements Phase I Project, 2021-109-
General/Mechanical Construction Contract, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., 
seconded by Mr. Semon.  Motion Carried (5-0).         
 
MERIT ELECTRICAL GROUP, INC. PAYMENT:  Mr. Semon moved to approve 
Application and Certificate for Payment No. 15, submitted by Merit Electrical Group, 
Inc., in the amount of $293,630.78, for the period through 6/25/2023, for work completed 
for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-Phase I Improvements, Contract 110-
Electrical Construction, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by           
Mr. Forsey.  Motion Carried (5-0).       
 
SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. PAYMENT:  Mr. Forsey moved to 
approve Application and Certificate for Payment No. 12, submitted by Spartan 
Construction Services, Inc., in the amount of $42,313.63, for the period to 6/30/2023 for 
the work completed for the A & B Pump Station Conversion Project-General Mechanical 
Contract, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Merski. Motion 
Carried (5-0).       
 
McCURLEY HOUSTON ELECTRIC, INC. PAYMENT:  Mr. Merski moved to 
approve Payment Application No. 10, submitted by McCurley Houston Electric, Inc. in 
the amount of $9,112.50 for period thru 6/19/2023 for work completed for the A & B 
Pump Station Conversion, Contract 113, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., 
seconded by Mr. Schon. Motion Carried (5-0). 
 
ADOPT RESOLUTION 618:  Mr. Semon moved to adopt Resolution 618, A 
Resolution of the Board of Directors of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority, 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, authorizing the approval of a Third Amendment to a 
Loan and Security Agreement with Huntington National Bank, and authorizing the 
execution of the documents related thereto, as recommended by the Business Manager, 
seconded by Mr. Forsey.  Motion Carried (5-0). 
 
ACCEPT THE SANITARY SEWERAGE AT 260 NEELY SCHOOL ROAD:  Mr. 
Schon moved to accept the Sanitary Sewerage Facilities installed at 260 Neely School 
Road for the installed cost of $26,200.00, as recommended by the Development 
Department, seconded by Mr. Semon.  Motion Carried (5-0). 
 
Solicitor’s Report:  Solicitor Brown reported on the following: 
 
Lowries Run Operating Committee Meeting:  Solicitor Brown stated that a Lowries 
Run Operating Committee Meeting is scheduled for July 11, 2023 at the Authority’s main 
office.  A copy of the draft agenda is in the meeting packet for review.   
 
At the meeting, MTSA Staff, Solicitor Brown and Ross Township will work to achieve 
clarification as to what kind of provisions we would want to have included in the Lowries 
Run Trunk Line Transfer Agreement.   
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KLH Engineers, Inc., Report:  Engineer Creagh reported on the following: 
 
Pine Creek WWTP – Phase I Expansion:  Engineer Creagh reported that Global Heavy 
is nearing the end of the concrete pours for the aeration basins.  They continue to work on 
piping in the interior of the treatment plant and installing equipment.   
 
Merit Electric is continuing to install electrical conduit and wiring from the MCC’s and 
blowers to the future locations of the Enviromix and Sanitare systems. 
 
Engineer Creagh indicated that the ultraviolet light installation is anticipated to occur late 
August or September. 
 
MTSA provided photos of the ongoing work at the Pine Creek Plant. 
 
A & B Pump Station & Forcemain:  Spartan Construction has received the VFD’s from 
PumpMan and has installed them onsite.  Spartan plans to test the influent gravity lines 
during the week of July 3rd, 2023.  McCurley Houston working with Duquesne Light are 
planning for a mid-July startup of the pump station.  
 
McCurley Houston is wiring the VFD’s to the pumps and continuing interior work.     
 
Longvue No. 2-Copper Study:  MTSA is continuing the 24-hour composite sampling of 
copper from the effluent pipe post-filtration. KLH and MTSA Staff reviewed the current 
setup.  MTSA will conduct grab samples to see if the filters are working during low flow. 
If not, we may need to consider a second filter system for high flows.   
 
Lowries Run SSO Removal Project:  KLH Engineers has forwarded the design plan to 
all members for their review and comment of the MH-59 re-alignment. 
 
ALCOSAN Grow Grant Cycle 8: KLH Engineers submitted the GROW Grant request 
to ALCOSAN for the Foxridge Plan.  After consulting with ALCOSAN, the project will 
need to be phased over 3 years. The project will be 80% funded by MTSA and a 
maximum of 20% funded by ALCOSAN.  MTSA has targeted this as our flow reduction 
project for our Allegheny County Health Department Consent Order.  A decision on the 
GROW Grant is not to be expected until late Fall 2023.   
 
High Strength Waste Calculations:  KLH submitted a draft report and calculation to 
MTSA Staff.  KLH will continue to refine the report.  KLH will meet with MTSA to 
discuss further. 
 
Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Aufman reviewed the Sanitary Sewer 
Permit and Tap Fee Summary Report summarizing the fees for the month of June 2023.   
 
A copy of the Current Development Projects Report was provided for review listing the 
active and non-active construction occurring in the Authority’s service area. 
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The Developer working on the Pine Valley Estates Project has sent notification letters to 
area residents served by wells informing the homeowners of the project and that their 
wells will be tested to establish a baseline should they experience any issues related to the 
development. 
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation Report: Mr. Richard provided the Field and 
Maintenance Operation Report for Board review. The Televising/Cleaning Crew have 
been jet cleaning and working on the 2023 root cutting map.   
 
The Televising/Cleaning Crew is raising buried manholes and preparing for paving.  
Cleaning the tanks at Longvue No. 2 Plant was a joint effort by the three field crews.   
 
The maintenance crew will begin performing spot repairs in the Indian Plan.  They have 
been helping with the Pine Creek lab addition and performing general repairs throughout 
the system. 
 
The Lines Crew is working on the line replacement in the Fox Ridge Plan.  The crew 
spends rainy days working on hauling sludge from the plants and helping with the Pine 
Creek Plant lab addition. 
 
MTSA Plant Operation Report: Mr. Bricker reviewed the Plant Operations Report.   
Pine Creek Plant personnel had a company install four new ventilation fans on the roof. A 
new sump pump was installed in the centrifuge pump area. The aeration manifold was 
repaired in tank no. 4.  The issues with process blower no. 3 were resolved. Inspecting 
flume blowers today. 
 
Longvue No. 1 Plant personnel were performing general maintenance and installed a new 
thermostat in the SBR unit in the control room for the ventilation fan.  The D.O. meters in 
the SBR’s were pulled and cleaned. 
 
Longvue 2 Plant personnel drained and cleaned the clarifier and digester.  The actuator 
valve for the wasting was rebuilt.  
 
Plant personnel at A & B repaired the check valve on pump no. 1 and cleaned the volute 
area out. 
 
There were no issues with wet weather over the July 4th Holiday, and prior weekend. 
 
Wet Weather Issues:  3 Rivers Wet Weather provided important meetings updates for 
July.  They also advised that on June 20, 3RWW moved its offices from Lawrenceville to 
the Shaler Township Municipal Building. 
 
Pine Creek WWTP-Phase I Expansion: Mr. Blakley, Consultant, provided the Board 
with a copy of the July Progress Report for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Expansion.  Mr. Blakley provided a Powerpoint presentation on the work occurring at the 
Pine Creek Plant.   
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MTSA plans to transition to the Bardenpho Process and the new clarifier systems by the 
end of August.  KLH and MTSA are in the process of developing a sequencing plan to 
discuss with the contractor.  KLH Engineers is still working on the Scada system 
programming. 
 
PFAS/PFOA Proposed Rules and Regulations: The Authority received a request from 
Senator Carper who is introducing legislation to mandate that EPA declare PFAS and 
PFOA hazardous substances eligible for cleanup.  MTSA Staff prepared a letter to submit 
to Senator Carper regarding the proposed rules and regulations.   
 
New Billing System–Update: Mr. Giancola provided an update on the Billing System.  
MTSA Staff met with Mr. Miller and Huntington Bank Representatives to discuss the 
issues with the new billing and payment system.  Huntington Bank reported that the main 
issue was with the United State Post Office and that issue has been corrected.  On July, 
11, 2023, a meeting has been scheduled to further review all of the other issues that have 
happened over the last two billing cycles.     
 
Huntington Bank Financial Update:  Mr. Giancola reported that the Authority is 
working with Mr. Miller to transition several accounts from PNC Bank to Huntington 
National Bank.  The Authority is seeing a better rate of return on these accounts. The 
Authority will continue to work with Huntington Bank on investment banking activities 
over the next 6 months.      
 
Mr. Giancola will review the Zion Bank account to determine if there should be changes 
to the investments.       
 
Town of McCandless-Update:  Mr. Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison reported that 
the Town of McCandless has passed their new Re-zoning Ordinance.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mr. Merski moved to adjourn the June 1, 2023, Regular Meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Schon.  The meeting ended at 7:54 p.m. Motion Carried.   
 
By:  Elizabeth Keast  


