
 

 

THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING 
 
MINUTES – JULY 1, 2021                                                                   MEETING NO.  08 
 
CALL TO ORDER – The Regular Meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors was held on Thursday, July 1, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237.  
Mr. James Forsey called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL – Mr. Forsey, Acting Chairman called roll.  Authority Board Members present 
were Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski, M. John Schon.  Mr. Christopher Eddy, Chairman was 
out of Town. 
 
Also present were: R. Thomas Riley, Assistant Treasurer, Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, 
McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.; William Youngblood, 
Executive Director; Dennis Blakley, Director of Operations; Raymond Aufman, 
Development/Administrative Manager; William Richard, Superintendent; Anthony 
Giancola, Business Manager, David Smith, Town of McCandless via Zoom and Elizabeth 
Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
INVOCATION: Mr. Semon gave the invocation.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mr. Forsey led the Board and staff in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  On behalf of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority 
Board, Mr. Forsey wished to express condolences to Mr. Froehlich and Family.     
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Mr. Merski advised that there were no communications to report.     
 
RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING BE PLACED IN MOTION: 
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF JUNE 3, 2021:  A motion 
was made by Mr. Semon to approve the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of June 3, 
2021, as submitted to each Board Member, seconded by Mr. Merski.  All members present 
voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.     
 
LIST OF BILLS DATED JULY 1, 2021:  Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board the List of 
Bills Report for period through July 1, 2021, totaling $442,085.05, as presented.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Merski to approve for payment the List of Bills dated July 1, 
2021, as presented, seconded by Mr. Semon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the 
motion carried unanimously.   
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APPROVE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT NO. 8 TO 
MASCO CONSTRUCTION, INC.:  A motion was made by Mr. Semon to approve 
Application and Certificate for Payment No. 8 to MASCO Construction, Inc. in the amount 
of $36,450.00 for the Pine Creek WWTP Blower Building Expansion Project as 
recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Merski.  All members present voted 
“Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Engineer Creagh reported to the Board that behind the Payment Application there is a list 
dated June 29, 2021 of the pending work items that still need to be completed for the Pine 
Creek Blower Building Project.   
 
APPROVE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT NO. 2 TO 
INSITUFORM TECHNOLOGIES, LLC:  A motion was made by Mr. Merski to approve 
Application and Certificate for Payment No. 2 to Insituform Technologies, LLC in the 
amount of $105,678.49 for the Lower Lowries Run Sanitary Sewer Lining Project as 
recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Schon.  All members present voted 
“Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Engineer Creagh sent a letter to Insituform Technologies, LLC explaining the payment and 
the retainage.   
 
APPOINT A VOTING DELEGATE AND AN ALTERNATE VOTING DELEGATE 
TO ATTEND THE PMAA 78TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING:  A 
motion was made by Mr. Semon, to appoint Mr. Riley to serve as Voting Delegate and 
appoint Mr. Semon to serve as Alternate Voting Delegate at the PMAA 78th Annual 
Conference Annual Meeting, seconded by Mr. Merski.  All members present voted “Aye” 
and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
SYSTEM REPORTS:   
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
 
ALCOSAN Modified Transfer Agreement: Solicitor Brown did not have any new 
information to report on regarding the ALCOSAN Modified Transfer Agreement.   
 
Allegheny County Health Department–Consent Decree:  Solicitor Brown did not have 
any new information to report on from Allegheny County or the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection concerning the Draft Phase 2 Consent Decree. 
 
Stratford Court-Update:  Solicitor Brown did not have any new information to report on 
regarding the Stratford Court matter. 
 
Mr. Youngblood received information today from the Town of McCandless on the Stratford 
Court matter that he will send to Solicitor Brown for review.   
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A & B/Peebles Project-Property ROW Acquisition: Mr. Blakley reported that the 
Authority has received seven signed right-of-way agreements from the property owners for 
the A & B/Peebles Sewer Project.  The right-of-way agreements will need to be executed by 
the proper officers of the Authority.     
 
Solicitor Brown reported that his service company is in the process of serving the notice of 
condemnation to Mr. Patterson to obtain the necessary right of way to move forward with 
the project. 
 
KLH ENGINEERS, INC.:   Engineer Creagh provided his Engineers Report.   
 
Pine Creek WWTP – Phase 1 Expansion:  Engineer Creagh reported that KLH Engineers 
has submitted the payment request for reimbursement of the grant to the PA Department of 
Community & Economic Development (DCED) on the blower building project. This request 
will include the last two payment applications from MASCO and the last two months of 
KLH’s inspection time.  They have advised that the payment will be processed when they 
are completed with COVID payments.      
 
Peebles Pump Station & Forcemain:  KLH Engineers has issued the notice to proceed 
letters to the J5 Construction and McCurley Houston Electric Inc. KLH Engineers has been 
in contact with J5 Construction today and the wet well has been delayed in fabrication.           
J5 Construction will start the project in early August and not this coming Tuesday as we had 
originally discussed.   
 
A&B Pump Station & Forcemain:  KLH along with MTSA Staff have discussed the 
timeline of the project, along with key dates and milestones.  The forcemain work is 
tentatively scheduled to start in August 2021 and the pump station conversion will be bid out 
in January 2022. 
 
GROW GRANT-Lowries Run CIPP: Insituform has committed to repairing the lines as 
MTSA directed. The materials are on backorder and will arrive in mid-July.    MTSA’s Board 
has allowed Insituform to bill for monies previously held back and the repair timeline has 
been resolved.   
 
Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Aufman presented for Board review the 
Sanitary Sewer Permit and Tap Fee Summary Report for the month of June 2021.   
 
Mr. Aufman reviewed the Current Development Projects report dated July 1, 2021, showing 
the active and non-active construction occurring throughout the Authority’s service area. 
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation: Mr. Richard reviewed the Field and 
Maintenance Operation Report.    
 
The Televising/Cleaning Crews are working on daily spot repairs & cleaning.  They have 
completed over 200 repairs in the Hedwig area in the last couple of weeks.  At this time, they 
are currently working in the Beattie Tech area.   
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The heavy rainfall today caused Insight Pipe to delay the start of the work on Bramble Drive 
and Saratoga Drive.   
 
The Lines Crew is still working on the Peebles Pump Station upgraded force main.  They 
have scheduled an air test. 
 
The Maintenance Crew had some issues with diagnosing the problems with the raw sewage 
pumps at the Pine Creek Plant.  The new variable frequency drives are expected soon.  
  
A new comminutor grinder has been installed at the Longvue No. 2 Plant and the equipment 
is operational.  The fittings on the propane filling station have been replaced as per the 
inspector’s request.  A new computer and VFD has been installed at the Authority’s main 
office.     
 
The grinder for the Windy Knoll Plant in Ohio Township has been taken apart for inspection 
and repair.  A parts list has been compiled during the last week.  Once the prices are received 
the list will be forwarded to Ohio Township for review.  The Authority has a maintenance 
agreement with Ohio Township to perform work at their two plants and five pump stations.   
 
The manhole crew is working with the cleaning crew performing manhole coatings in the 
same area as spot repairs.    
 
Plant Operations Report:  Mr. Blakley reviewed the Plant Operations Report.   
 
Mr. Blakley reported that we are still working on the tree removal and damage that occurred 
at the A & B Plant as a result of the severe thunderstorms and high wind on June 13, 2021.    
He prepared a report on the events that took place and the response taken by the MTSA 
personnel.  This report will be submitted to the Authority’s insurance carrier for review.  
 
The Authority has a long-time employee retiring at the beginning of July and a new employee 
has been hired to start on July 6th.   The Authority has another employee retiring effective 
August 1, 2021.  Staff will begin to interview candidates for this position. 
 
Mr. Blakley showed pictures on the progress of the work occurring at the Pine Creek Plant 
Blower Building.  
 
Wet Weather Issues:  Mr. Youngblood reported that 3 Rivers Wet Weather (3RWW) has 
scheduled an Engineers Technical Meeting for July 13, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. to be held in 
Greentree to discuss the consent orders. 
  
Covid-19-Update: The Authority provided information entitled Global Pandemic Update 
June 2021 received from Municipal Benefits Services.   
 
Town of McCandless-Update:  Mr. Smith, Town Liaison provided an update from Town 
of McCandless.   
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Allegheny League of Municipalities Conference:  Mr. Youngblood and Mr. Semon 
attended the Allegheny League of Municipalities Educational Conference held on June 17-
20, 2021.  Mr. Youngblood reviewed the highlights of the event.  
 
MTSA Tour:  Mr. Youngblood reported that today MTSA Staff provided a tour of our 
facilities to the representatives from Zelienople Borough Council who are reviewing their 
new Act 537 Plan.   
 
Unfinished Business:  There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business:  There was no new business. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Mr. Semon to adjourn the July 1, 2021, Regular 
Meeting, seconded by Mr. Merski.  There being no further business to bring before the Board 
the meeting ended at 8:26 p.m.  Motion Carried. 

Eak 07/15/21 


