
  

THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING 
 
MINUTES – MAY 4, 2023                                                                 MEETING NO. 06 
 
Call to Order – The regular monthly meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors was held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 4, 2023, at the 
Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15237.       
 
Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by Chairman Christopher Eddy.  Authority 
Board Members present were James Forsey, Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski and M. John 
Schon.   
 
The following personnel were in attendance: Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, 
McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.; William Youngblood, 
Executive Director; Bill Richard, Superintendent; Dennis Blakley, Consultant; Steve 
Buehler, Assistant Superintendent; Raymond Aufman, Development/Administrative 
Manager; Anthony Giancola, Business Manager; Ed Bricker, Plant Manager; Tim Barker 
Plant Assistant; and Elizabeth Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
Absent:  Jack Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison. 
 
Audience:  David Smith, Town of McCandless, resident.  
 
Invocation: Mr. Schon gave the invocation.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mr. Eddy led the Board and staff in the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag. 
 
Public Comments: There were no public comments.   
 
Communications: Secretary Merski read a thank you note received from Mrs. Woods to 
the Authority.  
 
Recommend the Following Be Placed in Motion: 
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING: Mr. Semon moved to approve the 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes of April 6, 2023, as submitted to each 
Board Member, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  Motion Carried (5-0).       
 
LIST OF BILLS: Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board the List of Bills Summary Report 
for May/April 2023, totaling $1,181,504.37, as presented. Mr. Semon answered several 
questions concerning the List of Bills. 
 
Mr. Forsey moved to approve for payment the List of Bills Report for check detail  May 
4, 2023, as submitted, seconded by Mr. Schon. Motion Carried (5-0).       
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PAYMENT SUBMITTED BY GLOBAL HEAVY CORP.:  Mr. Merski moved to 
approve the Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 15, submitted by Global Heavy 
Corp., in the amount of $420,857.47 for the period through 4/1/2023 to 4/30/2023, for 
work completed for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-Improvements Phase I 
Project, 2021-109-General/Mechanical Construction Contract, as recommended by KLH 
Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Schon.  Motion Carried (5-0).         
 
PAYMENT SUBMITTED BY MERIT ELECTRICAL GROUP, INC.:  Mr. Schon 
moved to approve Application and Certificate for Payment No. 13, submitted by Merit 
Electrical Group, Inc., in the amount of $154,712.35, for the period through 4/25/2023, 
for work completed for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-Phase I 
Improvements, Contract 110-Electrical Construction, as recommended by KLH 
Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Semon.  Motion Carried (5-0).       
 
APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT SUBMITTED BY 
SPARTAN CONST. SERVICES, INC.:  Mr. Semon moved to approve Application and 
Certificate for Payment No. 10, submitted by Spartan Construction Services, Inc., in the 
amount of $263,880.00, for the period to 4/25/2023 for the work completed for the          
A & B Pump Station Conversion Project-General Mechanical Contract, as recommended 
by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Forsey. Motion Carried (5-0).       
 
PAYMENT APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY McCURLEY HOUSTON 
ELECTRIC, INC.:  Mr. Schon moved to approve Payment Application No. 8, submitted 
by McCurley Houston Electric, Inc. in the amount of $15,350,85, for period thru 
4/19/2023 for work completed for the A & B Pump Station Conversion, as recommended 
by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Semon. Motion Carried (5-0). 
 
TABLE THE LOWRIES RUN OWNED SEWER AND MTSA FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS:  Mr. Giancola, Business Manager presented the draft Lowries Run 
Owned Sewer and the MTSA Financial Statements prepared by Maher Duessel, certified 
public accounts for Board review.   
 
Mr. Forsey requested that the Authority resolve the two findings outlined in the 
Management Letter received from Maher Duessel for the Lowries Run Jointly Owned 
Sewer Audit Report.  Mr. Giancola will prepare a written procedure to address the issues 
in the Lowries Run Report for discussion at the next Board meeting.    
 
Solicitor Brown recommended that the Authority send a reminder letter to the 
participating municipalities in the Lowries Run system that under our service agreements, 
the municipality is required to collect the tap in fee for connections that flow into the 
Lowries Run system and forward the collected fee to the Authority.   
 
At this time, Mr. Semon moved to table the Lowries Run Owned Sewer and the 
McCandless Township Sanitary Authority Financial Statements and Required 
Information for the years ended December 31, 2022 and 2021 with Independent 
Auditor’s Report as prepared by Maher Duessel, Certified Public Accounts, as 
recommended by MTSA Staff, for further review by the Board, seconded by Mr. Merski.  
Motion Carried (5-0). 
 



REGULAR MEETING – MAY 4, 2023 - CONTINUED:                                                              PAGE 3 
 
 

Solicitor’s Report:  Solicitor Brown reported on the following: 
 
ALCOSAN Regionalization Transfer Agreement-Meeting Request:  Solicitor Brown 
stated that the Authority in conjunction with Ross Township is in the process of 
scheduling a meeting with ALCOSAN to discuss the Lowries Run Trunk Line Transfer 
Agreement.   
 
The Lowries Run Operating Committee Meeting has been postponed until a date can be 
determined by Ross Township.       
 
KLH Engineers, Inc., Report:     
 
Pine Creek WWTP – Phase I Expansion:  Global Heavy is continuing to work on the 
walls and suspended slabs in the aeration basins, in addition to adding handrails where 
completed.  They are working on installing ductile air piping and the 20” influent line.   
 
The next progress meeting is scheduled for May 9, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. at the plant.   
 
Merit has completed the demolition of the old motor control center (MCC) no. 2.  They 
are in the process of installing the new MCC no. 4.  The wiring will be terminated at 
MCC #1 and MCC #2.     
 
A & B Pump Station & Forcemain:  Spartan Construction is continuing to install the 
gravity sewer portion of the project down the access driveway.  KLH Engineers is in 
receipt of an email that the VFD’s have been delivered to the pump company. 
 
MTSA showed pictures of the work occurring at the project site.   
 
Longvue No. 2-Copper Study:  MTSA has started the 24-hour composite sampling of 
copper from the effluent pipe post-filtration.  When the first month of data is complete 
and accounted for, we will review and share the information with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection.     
 
Lowries Run SSO Removal Project:  KLH Engineering has forwarded the design plan 
to all members for their review and comment of the MH-59 re-alignment. 
 
ALCOSAN Grow Grant Cycle 8:  ALCOSAN has invited the Authority to submit an 
application for grant funding under Cycle 8 of the Green Revitalization of Our 
Waterways (GROW) Program for the Foxridge Plan Project. ALCOSAN’s deadline to 
receive the application is June 30, 2023.  The Authority will need to adopt a Resolution 
as part of the application process. 
 
Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Aufman reviewed the Sanitary Sewer 
Permit and Tap Fee Summary Report summarizing the fees for the month of April 2023.  
He reviewed the Current Development Projects Report listing the active and non-active 
construction occurring in the Authority’s service area. 
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Mr. Aufman reported that the 9227 Marymont Road Project is currently under the 18-
month maintenance bond. A meeting was held today with the developer and homeowners 
that financed the installation to discuss the issues with the final landscaping.  The two 
homeowners are not satisfied with the work that has been done on their yards. The 
developer committed to hiring a contractor to finish the landscaping job. 
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation Report: Mr. Richard advised the Board that 
the Televising/Cleaning Crew is performing work in the Kaylor/Foxridge plan. The crew 
is repairing and inspecting the sewer line in North Park.  The crews are in the process of 
checking lines for the upcoming paving season.   
 
The Lines Crew is working on the sewer line replacement project in the Foxridge Plan.  
Then they will be moving to the North Park area to begin work on the North Park repair 
and manhole replacement project.   
 
The Maintenance Crew worked to replace the recirculating pump and pipe at the 
Longvue No. 2 Plant.  The crew is working on the wet well mixing system at Arndt Road 
Pump Station.   
 
MTSA Plant Operation Report: Mr. Bricker reported that plant personnel at the Pine 
Creek Plant submitted the samples collected for the yearly WET test to Enviro Science 
Lab in Ohio and the Authority is awaiting the results.   
 
Currently, the crew is working on the ventilation fans in the upstairs workshop and 
centrifuge room at the Pine Creek Plant. 
 
Pine Creek Plant personnel are working with Merit Electric on connecting the wires into 
motor control center no. 1. 
 
Longvue No. 1 Plant personnel worked on the grit removal auger and the pump is back in 
operation.  The Allegheny County Health Department performed an inspection at the 
plant. on May 4, 2023.   
 
Longvue No. 2 Plant personnel ordered the parts to rebuild the ultraviolet system.   
 
A & B Plant personnel repaired the water line damaged during excavation for the 
manholes.   
 
Pine Creek WWTP-Phase I Expansion: Mr. Blakley, Consultant, provided the Board 
with a copy of the May Progress Report for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Expansion. Global Heavy continues to work on the installation of the Bardenpho 
Aeration Process System.  The concrete work will continue for approximately 2 more 
months.  The installation of the mixed liquor mixing chamber has been completed.  The 
Clarifier Distribution Chamber is currently under construction.  
 
Mr. Blakley stated that all major flight and chain equipment work for Clarifier No. 3 and 
Clarifier No. 4 is completed.  He provided pictures of the work.  
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Aeration Blower No. 5 concrete base was removed and re-poured due to being unlevel, 
beyond allowable tolerance.   
 
The Return Activated Sludge/Waste Activated Sludge Piping and Pumps are being 
installed. 
 
The painters have been working on painting the installed equipment and piping.   
 
Merit Electric continues to install the main wiring from the Blower/Electric Room to 
future plant equipment.  The wiring to the RAS/WAS pumps is being completed. The 
conduit connections and wiring are being installed for the new process air blowers. 
 
The wiring for the conveyor system for the sludge handling building was transferred 
during recent maintenance to the centrifuge.   Mr. Blakley provided Powerpoint pictures 
of work occurring.   
 
Billing System – Update: Mr. Giancola reported that the Billing Department will be 
sending out a postcard mailer to our customers using automatic payments informing them 
that the Authority has changed Banks and services for online payments.  Customers with 
automatic payments will need to re-enroll all their financial information into the new 
payment portal.  With this change, all credit card and debit card payments will incur a 
$3.00 convenience fee. 
 
Town of McCandless-Update:  There was no report.      
 
RECESS TO RECONVENE: Mr. Semon moved to recess to reconvene the May 4, 
2023, Regular Meeting to May 18, 2023 to consider approval of the MTSA and LROC 
Financial Statements, seconded by Mr. Schon.  The meeting ended at 8:05 p.m. Motion 
Carried.   

By:  Elizabeth Keast  


