
  

THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING 
 
MINUTES – FEBRUARY 2, 2023                                                     MEETING NO. 03 
 
Call to Order – The Regular Meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority 
Board of Directors was held on Thursday, February 2, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15237.  Mr. Christopher Eddy called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call – Mr. Eddy, Acting Chairman called roll.  Authority Board Members present 
were James Forsey, Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski and M. John Schon.   
 
Also present: Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin 
Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.; William Youngblood, Executive Director; Dennis Blakley, 
Director of Operations; Raymond Aufman, Development/Administrative Manager-
Absent; William Richard, Superintendent; Steve Buehler, Assistant Superintendent; 
Anthony Giancola, Business Manager-Absent; Ed Bricker, Plant Manager; Tim Barker 
Plant Assistant-Absent; Jack Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison and Elizabeth Keast, 
Recording Secretary.  
 
Invocation: Mr. Eddy gave the invocation.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mr. Eddy led the Board and staff in the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag. 
 
Public Comments: Mr. Smith thanked the Authority for all they do.   
 
Communications: Secretary Merski read into the record a letter to Dennis Blakley, 
received from the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority Staff.  Dear Dennis. We 
would like to express our sincere gratitude for your incredible leadership and dedication 
over the past 40 plus years.   
 
Your unwavering commitment to excellence and your ability to inspire and guide others 
have had a profound impact on our organization and the countless individuals with whom 
you have worked.  Your hard work and dedication have been an inspiration to us all and 
countless others and your contributions have played an invaluable role in the success of 
our Authority.   
 
You have led by example always putting the needs of others before your own and your 
selflessness and humility have never gone unnoticed.  We are so grateful to have had the 
opportunity to have worked with you and learn from you and we are truly honored to be a 
part of the team you have built.   
 
Your leadership, wisdom and guidance will be greatly missed, but your legacy will live 
on in the many lives that you have touched.  Thank you, Dennis for all you have done.  
Your contributions will never be forgotten.  Sincerely, McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Staff.  
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Recommend the Following Be Placed in Motion: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mr. Semon made a motion to approve the Regular 
Monthly Meeting Minutes of January 5, 2023, and the Reconvened Meeting Minutes of 
January 19, 2023, as submitted to each Board Member, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  All 
members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.     
 
APPROVAL OF THE LIST OF BILLS: Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board the List 
of Bills Report for period through February 2, 2023, totaling $1,101,483.54, as presented.  
Mr. Semon answered several questions concerning the List of Bills. 
 
Mr. Forsey made a motion to approve for payment the List of Bills Report for period 
through February 2, 2023, as presented, seconded by Mr. Merski.  All members present 
voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENT SUBMITTED BY GLOBAL HEAVY CORP.:  Mr. 
Schon made a motion to approve the Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 12, 
submitted by Global Heavy Corp., in the amount of $1,351,457.10 for the period through 
1/1/2023 to 1/31/2023, for work completed for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment 
Plant-Improvements Phase I Project, 2021-109-General/Mechanical Contract, 
recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Semon.  All members present 
voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENT SUBMITTED BY MERIT ELECTRICAL GROUP, 
INC.:  Mr. Semon made a motion to approve Application and Certificate for Payment 
No. 10, submitted by Merit Electrical Group, Inc., in the amount of $10,800.00, for the 
period to 1/25/2023, for work completed for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-
Phase I Improvements, Contract 110-Electrical Construction, as recommended by KLH 
Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Forsey.  All members present voted “Aye” and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL PAYMENT SUBMITTED BY MCCURLEY HOUSTON ELECTRIC, 
INC.:  Mr. Forsey made a motion to approve Payment Application No. 6, submitted by 
McCurley Houston Electric, Inc. in the amount of $22,107.20, for the period through 
1/19/2023, for work completed for the A & B Pump Station Conversion Project-
Electrical Contract 113, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by           
Mr. Schon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL FOR PAYMENT SUBMITTED BY SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES, INC.:  Mr. Merski made a motion to approve Application and Certificate 
for Payment No. 7, submitted by Spartan Construction Services, Inc., in the amount of 
$5,152.50, for the period to 1/31/2023 for work completed for the A & B Pump Station 
Conversion Project-General Contract, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., 
seconded by Mr. Schon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
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Solicitor’s Report:  Solicitor Brown reported on the following: 
 
ALCOSAN Regionalization Transfer Agreement-Meeting Request:  Solicitor Brown 
reported that Ross Township is still working to schedule a meeting with the ALCOSAN 
Representatives concerning the prospective transfer of the Lowries Run trunk line from 
Manhole No. 40 to ALCOSAN’s point of connection.     
 
The Lowries Run Joint Operating Committee met on January 17, 2023 to review the 
memo prepared by Solicitor Brown to transfer the Lowries Run trunk line agreement.  
Attending Representative for Ross Township was Mr. Funk.  Mr. Borczyk was not 
present.   
 
Solicitor Brown stressed that McCandless Township Sanitary Authority and Ross 
Township need to meet to solidify the direction of the Committee before we meet with 
ALCOSAN.  The next Lowries Run Operating Committee meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 15, 2023.  
 
Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Creagh reported on the following:   
 
Pine Creek WWTP-Phase I Expansion: Global Heavy is continuing to work on 
finalizing the concrete pours for the aeration tanks.   
 
Merit has continued to work on various duct banks and installing conduit racks from the 
blower building to the pipe tunnel extension.   
 
The next Progress Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday February 14, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. at 
the treatment plant.   
 
A & B Pump Station & Forcemain:  Spartan Construction is waiting on delivery of the 
VFD’s for the pumps, which has been pushed back to mid-March, per the supplier.   
 
McCurley Houston is awaiting the roof to be complete to perform the interior work.   
 
Longvue No. 2-Copper Study:  KLH Engineers is scheduled to meet on February 3, 
2023, with the Pennsylvania Department of Protection and the McCandless Township 
Sanitary Authority to discuss performing a pilot study for copper removal in lieu of the 
TRE sampling study.  
 
Lowries Run SSO Removal Project:  KLH Engineer has continued to work to develop 
alternatives at Manhole 56 and Manhole 59 to alleviate overflows at Manhole 59.   
 
KLH Engineers prepared and submitted a memo at the Lowries Run Operating 
Committee meeting held on January 17, 2023, which is included in the Board packet on a 
concept to improve the hydraulics at Manhole 59 as well as a concept for equalization 
basins in the vicinity of Manhole 41 to control the higher level flows.   
 
KLH Engineers will prepare and submit for review proposals for both concepts discussed 
that will be addressed to the Lowries Run Operating Committee.   
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Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Youngblood reviewed the Sanitary Sewer 
Permit and Tap Fee Summary Report prepared for the month of January 2023.   
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation: Mr. Richard reviewed the 
Field/Maintenance Report with the Board.   
 
Televising/Cleaning Crews have been inside the maintenance building over the last two 
weeks working on items listed on the winter work schedule.  The crew has cleaned and 
buffed the floors in the maintenance building.  Currently, crews have started to work on 
waxing the restroom floors. 
 
The crew has been jet cleaning and checking the sanitary sewer lines for trouble spots. 
Staff has received the paving schedules from the Town of McCandless and Pine 
Township.  The crew has recently completed the televising of all the lines on the Pine 
Township Paving Schedule. The crew is performing maintenance on the trucks and 
equipment. 
 
The Lines Crew has moved the excavator to Kummer Road for a manhole replacement 
project.  The crew anticipates starting the project next week.  The crew worked on 
cleaning and repainting pipe at the Pine Creek Plant.  The crew will be bringing in the 
skid loader for a winter maintenance check. 
 
The Maintenance Crew picked up a generator from the Federal Surplus Program.  The 
crew is installing tools and racks on the new service truck.  The crew helped with 
removing the centrifuge from its stand for inspection at the Pine Creek Plant.   
 
The garage mechanics continue to perform general maintenance on trucks and equipment.  
Personnel are in the process of preparing for sale the old Unit 40 service vehicle. 
 
MTSA Plant Operation Report:  Mr. Bricker reviewed his report with the Board.  
 
Pine Creek Plant:  Flottweg sent a service technician to the Pine Creek Plant to perform 
the inspection of the centrifuge. Staff provided pictures to the Board showing the 
centrifuge inspection. 
 
Personnel are working on demolition of the abandoned old lines in the tunnels. The flume 
blower is running as designed.  Personnel performed load testing on the generator prior to 
the projected cold temperatures.   
 
During the heavy rainfall experienced on January 3, 2023, the flow levels within the Plant 
increased.  The Plant flows recovered quickly and is operating within permit limits. 
 
Consultant’s Report:  Mr. Blakley submitted to the Board his Consultant’s Report 
detailing the current construction activities at the Pine Creek Plant. 
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2023 Gasoline & Diesel Bid:  Staff will be receiving bids for the Gasoline and Diesel 
Fuel procurement for 2023. 
 
Statement of Financial Interest Form for year 2023:  Staff handed out the Statement 
of Financial Interest forms to the Board of Directors for completion.  The forms need to 
be returned and submitted to the Town of McCandless by the May 1, 2023, deadline.     
 
Articles of Interest: Mr. Youngblood reviewed an email received from a customer 
thanking several Authority employees for help with a problem she experienced.  
 
Town of McCandless-Update:  Mr. Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison informed the 
Board that Town Council appointed Mary Anne Eisenreich to serve as the Town Council 
member representing Ward 1. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mr. Merski moved to adjourn the February 2, 2023, Regular 
Meeting, seconded by Mr. Semon.  There being no further business to bring before the 
Board the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  Motion Carried.   
 

By:  Elizabeth Keast  

 


