
  

 
THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 

 
THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
MINUTES – NOVEMBER 2, 2023                                                    MEETING NO. 14 
 
Call to Order – The regular monthly meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors was held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 2, 2023, at 
the Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15237.       
 
Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by Chairman Christopher Eddy.  Authority 
Board Members present were James Forsey, Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski, and John 
Schon.   
 
The following personnel were in attendance: Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, 
McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.; William Youngblood, 
Executive Director; Bill Richard, Superintendent; James Schwab, Assistant 
Superintendent; Raymond Aufman, Development/Administrative Manager; Anthony 
Giancola, Business Manager; Mike Pruszenski, Purchasing Agent; Dennis Blakley, 
Consultant; Ed Bricker, Plant Manager; Jack Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison, and 
Elizabeth Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
Invocation: Mr. Eddy gave the invocation.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mr. Eddy led the Board, staff, and guests in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Visitors:  David Smith, Town of McCandless Resident, Robert Bauer of 673 Sloop Road 
and Terry Bove of Laurel Communities.     
 
Comments from the Public:  
 
David Smith:  David Smith attended the meeting to observe the Board Meeting.   
 
Robert Bauer-673 Sloop Road:  Mr. Bauer at 673 Sloop Rd, in McCandless attended the 
meeting to review a copy of the 2024 proposed Budget.  At the last meeting, the 2024 
proposed McCandless Township Sanitary Authority Budget was discussed.  Mr. Bauer 
again asked the Board for a copy of the 2024 proposed Budget for his review.  It was 
explained to him that the 2024 Proposed Budget was not completed and would not be 
available until the Authority’s next meeting, at which time a copy of the 2024 proposed 
budget will be uploaded to the Authority’s website.  Mr. Bauer was advised that he could 
speak with Mr. Youngblood regarding any questions he had on the 2024 proposed Budget 
after the next meeting. 
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Terry Bove from Laurel Communities:  Mr. Bove attended the meeting to express his 
sincere appreciation in working with such a fine and very well run organization.  He has 
been working with our Development Department. He mentioned that the Office and Field 
Staff are very professional and courteous.  He recently finished the Sunset Ridge 
Development in Pine Township and is currently working with the Authority on 
McCandless Square.   
 
Communications: There were no communications.  
 
RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING BE PLACED IN MOTION:   
 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 5, 2023: Mr. Semon moved to 
approve the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of October 5, 2023, as submitted to 
each Board Member, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  Motion Carried (5-0).       
 
LIST OF BILLS OF OCTOBER 5, 2023:  Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board the List 
of Bills Summary Report for October 5, 2023, totaling $507,152.93, as presented.         
Mr. Forsey moved to approve payment of the List of Bills Report for October 5, 2023, as 
submitted, seconded by Mr. Merski. Motion Carried (5-0).    
 
GLOBAL HEAVY CORP. PAYMENT NO. 21: Mr. Schon moved to approve the 
Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 21, submitted by Global Heavy Corp., in the 
amount of $108,608.75, for period through 10/1/2023 to 10/31/2023, for work completed 
for the Pine Creek WWTP-Improvements, Phase I Project-General/Mechanical 
Construction Contract 2021-109, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by 
Mr. Semon.  Motion Carried (5-0). 
        
MERIT ELECTRICAL GROUP, INC. PAYMENT NO. 19: Mr. Semon            
moved to approve Application and Certificate for Payment No. 19, submitted by Merit 
Electrical Group, Inc. in the amount of $57,850.75, for period to 10/25/2023 for work 
completed for the Pine Creek WWTP-Electrical Contract, as recommended by KLH 
Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Forsey. Motion Carried (5-0).       
 
SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. PAYMENT NO. 16: Mr. Schon        
moved to approve Application and Certificate for Payment No. 16, submitted by Spartan 
Construction Services, Inc., in the amount of $43,605.00, for period through 10/25/2023 
for work completed for the A & B Pump Station Conversion, Contract 112, as 
recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Semon.  Motion Carried (5-0).       
 
McCURLEY HOUSTON ELECTRIC, CHANGE ORDER NO. 1, A CREDIT IN 
THE AMOUNT OF -$90,000.00:  Mr. Merski moved to approve Change Order No. 1, a 
credit in the amount of -$90,000.00 for the A & B Pump Station Conversion Project 
submitted by McCurley Houston Electric reducing the total contract price to $184,000.00, 
as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Forsey.  
 
Engineer Creagh reported that the credit was for two items.  The first item was a new 
generator allowance in the amount of $50,000.  The second item was a utility allowance 
for Duquesne Light in the amount of $40,000, neither item was required during 
construction.  Motion Carried (5-0).       
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REED OIL, INC. OF CORAOPOLIS, GASOLINE AND DIESEL FUEL BIDS:  Mr. 
Semon moved to accept Reed Oil, Inc. of Coraopolis, low bidder for Gasoline and Diesel 
Fuel as submitted to the SHACOG Purchasing Alliance for its bid opening on September 
28, 2023, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  Motion Carried (5-0). 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 619:  Mr. Schon moved to adopt Resolution No. 619, a Resolution 
of the Board of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority, County of Allegheny and 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, amending the ByLaws of the Authority to designate 
officers authorized to sign checks for payment of Authority obligations, and to provide 
for Automated Clearing House (ACH) or Electronic Transfer of Funds for certain 
expenditures, seconded by Mr. Semon.  Motion Carried (5-0). 
 
ACCEPT THE SANITARY SEWERAGE FACILITIES INSTALLED AT THE 
WHITE AND FOOS PLAN: Mr. Schon moved to accept the Sanitary Sewerage 
Facilities installed at the White & Foos Plan for the installed cost of $28,509.00, as 
recommended by the Development Department, seconded by Mr. Semon.  Motion 
Carried (5-0). 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  Solicitor Brown reported on the following: 
 
ALCOSAN Regionalization Transfer Agreement:  Solicitor Brown reported that the 
Authority has not received anything further in terms of discussion or meetings on the 
proposed ALCOSAN Trunkline Transfer Agreement.   
 
The Lowries Run Operating Committee met last week with ALCOSAN Representatives, 
MTSA Representatives and Mr. Borczyk of Ross Township to discuss the intended 
design and related engineering improvements to the O-15 connection. The purpose of the 
meeting was to determine if MTSA and Ross Township could use the project towards 
credit for their consent order flow reduction obligations required.  ALCOSAN provided a 
cost estimate for the proposed project to the Lowries Run Operating Committee in the 
amount of $140,000.  ALCOSAN is looking to begin the bidding phase for the project 
around the first quarter of next year.   
 
ALCOSAN will prepare and circulate the participation agreement to the Lowries Run 
Operating Committee for review by MTSA and Ross Township.  Solicitor Brown will 
review the Participation Agreement from ALCOSAN for the project before execution by 
the appropriate officers.       
 
Resident Open Records Request:  Mr. Bauer submitted a Right to Know Request to the 
Authority to receive a copy of the proposed 2024 McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Budget.  Solicitor Brown will evaluate the request.  Mr. Bauer has received the 
ALCOSAN rate increase letters as previously requested.     
 
Solicitor Brown explained it is his legal opinion that a review of the exemptions to the 
Opens Records Law provide that pre-decisional budget information circulated to this 
Board prior to the adoption of a formal budget is not considered public record until 
approved by the Board.  Solicitor Brown requested Mr. Bauer to provide a copy of the 
exemption documentation to him for review. Solicitor Brown will review the information 
and provide a written legal opinion to the Board for further discussion. 



REGULAR MEETING – November 2, 2023 - CONTINUED:                                               PAGE 4 
 
 

Longvue No. 1 Stream Restoration Agreement: Solicitor Brown has reviewed the 
Temporary Easement Agreement from the Town of McCandless for the stream 
restoration work by our Longvue No. 1 Plant and he has no further questions. The 
Authority will execute the Easement Agreement tonight and then forward the agreement 
to the Town of McCandless for execution.   
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Kevin Creagh reported on the following: 
 
Pine Creek WWTP-Phase I Expansion: Global Heavy has started work on the 
ultraviolet disinfection system.  They continue to install 18” and 24” piping in the pipe 
tunnels and successfully started up the new blowers from Aerzen.  They are starting 
demolition on a portion of the chlorine contact tank and will be pouring concrete for the 
footers of the UV building.  The next Progress Meeting is scheduled for November 14, 
2023 at 9:30 a.m. at the plant.    
 
Merit Electric has wired the new blowers, run piping for the new clarifier gates, and 
wired the new exhaust fans.    
 
A & B Pump Station & Force Main: Neumeyer Environmental is handling the 
demolition and site restoration as a subcontractor to Spartan Construction.  KLH has 
given Spartan (and by proxy, Neumeyer) an October 31st deadline.  MTSA has sent the 
punch lists to both Spartan and McCurley Houston and went over them in the Progress 
Meeting on October 23, 2023.  Spartan has requested a two-week extension to their 
October 31, 2023 deadline.  
 
After discussion, the MTSA Board of Directors consensus was expressed to accept the 
two-week extension to the contract which does not require any additional fees.   
 
Longvue #2-Copper Study: KLH Engineers is working with MTSA on potential 
alternative products.  KLH and MTSA will be working with Aqua Aerobics.  
 
Lowries Run System-SSO Removal Project: KLH has forwarded the design plan to all 
members for their review and comment of the MH-59 realignment. ALCOSAN will be 
sharing their flow monitoring data for their O-15 project.   
 
Perrymont Road Permit: KLH has responded to the 1st round of PENNDOT comments.  
This is concerning work to install a manhole and replace a section of sanitary sewer line. 
 
Mt. Nebo Road GP and Edwood Dr GP:  KLH has started the CAD for these projects.  
KLH Engineers has already started the preliminary paperwork for the permits.  KLH 
communicated to MTSA that a general permit for the Edwood Drive project is not 
required since the drainage area for that project is less than 100 acres. The Authority will 
move forward with construction.    
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation Report: Mr. Aufman reviewed the sanitary sewer 
permit and tap fee summary report for October. He reviewed the status of several active 
development projects.  
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Chairman Eddy requested staff to televise the Lowries Run Interceptor line where the 
patch in the liner was installed to verify that it has not degraded.   
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation Report: Mr. Richard reviewed the Field and 
Maintenance Operation Report with the Board.     
 
The Cleaning Crew is working on the 2023 Lowries Run map root cutting and cleaning 
lines ahead of the Televising Crew.  They are adjusting manholes on Highland Road & 
Brandt School Road for the County paving project.    
 
The Lines Crew is working on the Edwood Rd. line replacement project. 
 
The Maintenance Crew is working on the Babcock Pump Station controls.  They are 
performing general maintenance at the plants and pump stations.   
 
MTSA Plant Operation Report: Mr. Bricker reviewed the Plant Operation Report with 
the Board.   
 
Pine Creek Plant: The progressive cavity pump no. 1 rebuilt for centrifuge is 
experiencing some break in issues.   
 
Mr. Bricker explained that Microbac’s laboratory testing fees have increased by 9% each 
year for the past two years.  Staff will begin to contact other registered testing 
laboratories for their fees to compare costs, specifically CWM Environmental in 
Kittanning, PA.      
 
Longvue 1/Longvue 2: Inspected and cleaned all air intakes to blowers and buildings.  
Staff will prepare for the colder weather by performing general maintenance on the plant 
equipment.   
 
A&B Plant: The plant has been taken offline.  Demolition occurred on the building and 
tanks. The removed material will be taken to the Seneca Landfill by Neumeyer 
Environmental.   
 
Wet Weather Issues: The 3 Rivers Wet Weather Sewer Conference was held on 
November 1, & 2, 2023.  Mr. Schon stated that the conference was very informative, 
organized and beneficial to our staff needing to earn educational credit toward their 
licensing and certificates. ALCOSAN provided updated information on construction 
occurring at their Plant and Ohio River Tunnel projects. 
 
Consultant Report-Pine Creek WWTP: Mr. Blakley provided the Board with a copy of 
the November 2023 Progress Report for the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility 
Upgrade.  At the November 14, 2023, Progress Meeting KLH will provide information 
concerning the SCADA System. 
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2024 Proposed MTSA & LROC Operating Budgets:  Mr. Giancola has received 
comments concerning the 2024 Budget from Mr. Forsey. The 2024 proposed MTSA 
Operating Budget will be updated. Both the Five-Year Routine Maintenance and Capital 
Expenditure Plans will be included with the budget.  The 2024 proposed Lowries Run 
Operating Budget did not require any changes. These proposed Budgets will be presented 
to the Board at the November 16, 2023, meeting for further review. 
 
Town of McCandless-Update: Mr. Casey reported the Town of McCandless has listed 
their 2024 Operating Budget on their website.  There will be no increase for the 19th 
consecutive year.  The Shining Star Gala offered by the Heritage Center will be held on 
November 25, 2023.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no reason to reconvene the meeting.  Mr. Semon 
moved to adjourn the November 2, 2023, Regular Meeting, seconded by Mr. Merski. The 
meeting ended at 8:27 p.m. Motion Carried.   
 


