
THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 
 

THE REGULAR MEETING 
 
MINUTES – OCTOBER 7, 2021                                                          MEETING NO.  11 
 
CALL TO ORDER – The Regular Meeting of the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors was held on Thursday, October 7, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15237.  
Mr. Christopher Eddy called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL – Mr. Eddy, Chairman called roll.  Authority Board Members present were 
James Forsey, Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski, and John Schon.   
 
Also present were: R. Thomas Riley, Assistant Treasurer, Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, 
McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.; William Youngblood, 
Executive Director; Dennis Blakley, Director of Operations; Raymond Aufman, 
Development/Administrative Manager-Absent; William Richard, Superintendent; Anthony 
Giancola, Business Manager, David Smith, Town of McCandless Liaison and Elizabeth 
Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
INVOCATION: Mr. Eddy gave the invocation.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mr. Eddy led the Board and staff in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Mr. Riley reported that the list of 32 Resolutions presented at the 
PMAA Annual Meeting were discussed and approved.       
 
IN THE AUDIENCE:  Stephanie Conley, ALCOSAN, Governmental Affairs Department. 
David Sosso, MTSA Employee and Mr. McAndrews from RE/MAX Select Realty.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Mr. Merski advised that there were no communications to report.     
 
The Board held an Executive Session at the conclusion of the September 2, 2021 Regular 
Meeting to discuss pending litigation. 
 
RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING BE PLACED IN MOTION: 
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 2, 2021:  
A motion was made by Mr. Semon to approve the Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 
of September 2, 2021, as submitted to each Board Member, seconded by Mr. Schon.  All 
members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
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LIST OF BILLS DATED OCTOBER 7, 2021:  Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board the 
List of Bills Report for the period of September 3, through October 6, 2021, totaling 
$1,308,879.05, as presented.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Forsey to approve for payment the List of Bills, as presented, 
seconded by Mr. Merski.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
APPROVE APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT NO. 11 TO 
MASCO CONSTRUCTION, INC.:  A motion was made by Mr. Merski to approve 
Application and Certificate for Payment No. 11 to MASCO Construction, Inc. in the amount 
of $12,150.00 for the Pine Creek WWTP Blower Building Expansion Project as 
recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Schon.  All members present voted 
“Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVE PAYMENT APPLICATION NO. 2 TO J5 CONSTRUCTION:  A motion 
was made by Mr. Schon to approve Payment Application No. 2 to J5 Construction in the 
amount of $70,971.80, for the Peebles Pump Station-General/Mechanical Construction No. 
103 Rebid Project, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. Semon.  All 
members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVE PAYMENT APPLICATION NO. 1 TO McCURLEY HOUSTON 
ELECTRIC, INC.:  A motion was made by Mr. Semon to approve Payment No. 1 to 
McCurley Houston Electric, Inc. in the amount of $2,250.00, for the Peebles Pump Station-
Electrical Work-Contract No. 104 Rebid Project, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., 
seconded by Mr. Forsey.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 605:  A motion was made by Mr. Forsey to Adopt Resolution 
No. 605, A Resolution of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority, Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania; Authorizing the Issuance of Sewer Revenue Bonds, Series of 2021 in an 
Aggregate Principal Amount Not To Exceed $29,000,000; Authorizing A Private Sale By 
Invitation of the Bonds; Execution and Delivery of Bond Purchase Contract; Authorizing 
and Directing Officers of the Authority to Proceed with the Bond Issue; Repealing All 
Inconsistent Resolutions and Setting Forth an Effective Date, seconded by Mr. Merski.  All 
members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Solicitor Brown provided an update on the status of the bond refunding and requirements for 
the new 2021 Bond Issuance.     
 
Engineer Creagh advised the Board that the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant Project 
will be advertised on October 8th.  The mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held November 
2nd, at the Plant and the bid opening for the project will be held on November 23, 2021, at 
the MTSA Offices.   
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At the direction of the Board, the Finance Committee will meet on October 14, 2021, with 
Mr. Egan, Financial Advisor, Solicitor Brown, Bond Counsel and Engineer Creagh to further 
discuss and review the schedule of events, review an updated Engineer’s estimate as well as 
review the three different financing/funding scenarios from Mr. Egan.   
 
Mr. Egan mentioned should the Authority select the upper end of the Engineer’s estimate, in 
his opinion bond insurance will be required. 
 
Solicitor Brown pointed out that the Resolution requires a pricing committee consisting of 
the Executive Director, Board Treasurer and the Business Manager to approve the final bond 
package and enter into an agreement to purchase the bonds.   
 
SYSTEM REPORTS:   
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  
 
Executive Session-Potential Real Estate Acquisition:  Mr. McAndrews of RE/MAX Select 
Realty provided information to the Board regarding the residential property for sale next to 
the Authority’s offices.  He gave the Authority a copy of the seller’s disclosure statement for 
the property. 
 
Mr. Merski suggested that an Environmental Phase I Study be completed to better assess the 
condition of the property before moving forward with an offer.   
 
ALCOSAN Transfer Agreement: Solicitor Brown did not have any new information to 
report concerning the status of the ALCOSAN Transfer Agreement.   
 
Allegheny County Health Department–Consent Decree:  Solicitor Brown reported that 
the Authority will need to consider action this month on the proposed Allegheny County 
Health Department Phase II Municipal Consent Decree and Agreement.  The accepted 
consent order and agreement needs to be returned no later than October 31, 2021.  
 
Solicitor Brown prepared and submitted a memo with a list of questions based on review of 
the final Phase 2 Municipal Consent Decree for the separate sanitary sewage communities.   
 
After discussion, Board consensus was expressed for Solicitor Brown to forward the list of 
questions to Mr. Montz at 3 Rivers Wet Weather to obtain more details and clarification 
before proceeding.     
 
The Board agreed to recess the October 7th Meeting to reconvene on October 21, 2021 to 
review the response from Mr. Montz of 3 Rivers Wet Weather as well as consider adoption 
of the Resolution and acceptance of the Phase 2 Municipal Consent Decree and Agreement.   
 
KLH ENGINEERS, INC.:   Engineer Creagh reviewed his Engineer’s Report.   
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Pine Creek WWTP – Phase 1 Expansion:  Masco continues to address the items remaining 
on the punch list.  The Pine Creek WWTP Phase I Expansion Project will be advertised on 
October 8th.  The mandatory pre-bid meeting for contractors will be held at the plant on 
November 2nd at 9:30 a.m.  The bid opening for the project will be held on November 23rd at 
2 p.m. at MTSA offices. 
 
Peebles Pump Station & Forcemain:  Engineer Creagh explained that the wet well was 
delivered and installed on October 1, 2021.   
 
J5 Construction is continuing to complete directional drilling on the force main portion of 
the project.   
 
GROW GRANT-Lowries Run CIPP:  KLH has started the grant reimbursement process 
with ALCOSAN.  KLH Engineers and MTSA Staff are working to compile the necessary 
project expenditures to submit to ALCOSAN for reimbursement for the project.   
 
A & B Pump Station & Forcemain:  Jet Jack has signed the contract documents for the 
project and they have been forwarded to MTSA for signatures.  MTSA and KLH will discuss 
the need for an inspector to be present at the site throughout the job. 
 
ACO Gold Line Standard:   KLH Engineers is processing the flow meter data for the year 
2020 to determine a rough evaluation of where MTSA stands in relation to the 2008 data 
shown in the Administrative Consent Order. 
 
Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Youngblood reported on the following: 
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Youngblood reviewed the Sanitary Sewer 
Permit and Tap Fee Summary Report prepared for the month of September 2021.  The 
Current Development Projects Report for October describes the active and non-active 
construction occurring throughout the Authority’s service area. 
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation: Mr. Richard reviewed the Field/Maintenance 
Report with the Board.   
 
Televising/Cleaning Crews are working together on spot lining repairs and clearing lines of 
roots. 
 
Lines Crew is working on the A & B force main project.  They have installed approximately 
400’ feet of pipe.  The first three fittings have been air tested and passed.  Employee Dave 
Sosso reported that a fourth fitting was installed today and they are now approaching the 
completion of 500’ feet.  Mr. Blakley presented pictures taken at the project site.  The crew 
has roughed in the road to the project site.  The crew is using swap pads underneath the heavy 
equipment to stop the machines from sinking into the mud.  MTSA Staff will contact 
Buckeye Pipeline to identify the location of their line. 
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Maintenance Crew has completed the replacement of Tank No. 5 Variable Frequency Drive 
(VFD) at the Pine Creek Plant.  They are currently working on the VFD for the raw sewage 
pump.  The electrical report was reviewed and it is showing a cost savings in electric usage 
at Pine Creek plant. 
 
Plant No. 1:  The crew has serviced and tested the generator.  MTSA is receiving quotes to 
upgrade control system. 
 
Plant No. 2:  The Authority has purchased a crane from Federal Surplus and it is being used 
at Plant No. 2.  MTSA is working on building and shed upgrades. 
 
Plant Operations:  Mr. Blakley provided the Plant Operations Report. 
 
Pine Creek Plant:  Mr. Blakley reported that personnel are scheduling grit removal for the 
influent channels during late October.  
 
Longvue No. 1 Plant:  Mr. Blakley stated that personnel had the grit pump serviced and it 
is back online after be submersed during the storm.  The Jet Crew cleaned the grit chamber. 
 
A & B Plant:  The sump pump was replaced inside the building. 
 
Longvue No. 2:  The digester aerators have been refurbished and replaced.  Personnel 
continues to work on the storage building/control room. 
 
Lowries Run Proposed Project:  Mr. Blakley reported that Staff met to discuss planning 
the next project for the Authority’s Lines Crew.  The project that was identified will help the 
Authority with the 10% reduction project required as part of the new consent order with 
Allegheny County Health Department.  He provided a map/drawing of the project area 
highlighted in red.  The project will provide replacement of approximately 2,200 linear feet 
of existing 8-inch sanitary sewer pvc pipe with 10-inch pvc pipe and replacement of 
approximately 15 manholes.   
 
The Authority chose this project since the flow goes to Alcosan and to our Kaylor Pump 
Station.  The Authority would like to submit the project to ALCOSAN to be considered for 
the next round of Grow Grants.       
 
Board consensus was expressed for the Authority to proceed with submitting an application 
for the project to ALCOSAN for the next cycle of Grow Grants.   
 
3RWW–Phase II Consent Order Meeting:  Several Board and Staff attended the 3 Rivers 
Wet Weather Phase II Consent Order Meeting for the Separate Sewer System Communities 
held on September 28, 2021 at Ross Township.  Mr. Schon reported that the information was 
previously provided.     
 
Wet Weather Issues:  Mr. Youngblood provided to the Board ALCOSAN’s Municipal 
Connections Newsletter for September 2021.   
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Town of McCandless-Update:  Mr. Smith, Town Liaison provided the Board with an 
update from Town of McCandless.   
 
Mr. Youngblood reported that the Authority Staff will meet with Mr. Grimm, Town of 
McCandless and representatives to discuss participation in a Solar Energy Project.  
 
The McCandless Township Sanitary Authority Annual Holiday Dinner is scheduled for 
December 11, 2021. 
   
Unfinished Business:  There was no unfinished business. 
 
New Business:  There was no new business. 
 
Announcement of Executive Session:  Chairman Eddy announced that the Board will 
proceed into an executive session to discuss matters regarding real estate.      
 
Recess the October 7, 2021 Regular Meeting to Reconvene on October 21, 2021:  At this 
time, Mr. Semon moved to recess the October 7, 2021, Regular Meeting to reconvene on 
October 21, 2021 to consider action with regard to Phase II Municipal Consent Order and 
Resolution and Agreement, seconded by Mr. Schon.  There being no further business to bring 
before the Board the meeting recessed at 8:59 p.m.  All members voted “Aye” and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

EAK10/13/2021 


