
  

THE McCANDLESS TOWNSHIP SANITARY AUTHORITY 
 

THE REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING 
 
MINUTES – JANUARY 5, 2023                                                        MEETING NO. 01 
 
Call to Order – The Organizational and Regular Meeting of the McCandless Township 
Sanitary Authority Board of Directors was held on Thursday, January 5, 2023 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Authority’s Administration Building, 418 Arcadia Drive, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania 15237.  Mr. Christopher Eddy called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call – Mr. Eddy, Acting Chairman called roll.  Authority Board Members present 
were James Forsey, Patrick Semon, Thomas Merski and M. John Schon.   
 
Also present: Ronald Brown, Solicitor of Dickie, McCamey, Chilcote, P.C.; Kevin 
Creagh, KLH Engineers, Inc.; William Youngblood, Executive Director; Dennis Blakley, 
Director of Operations; Raymond Aufman, Development/Administrative Manager; 
William Richard, Superintendent; Anthony Giancola, Business Manager; Ed Bricker, 
Plant Manager; Tim Barker Plant Assistant; Jack Casey, Town of McCandless Liaison 
and Elizabeth Keast, Recording Secretary.  
 
Invocation: Mr. Semon gave the invocation.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mr. Eddy led the Board and staff in the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag. 
 
Public Comments:  There were none.     
 
Communications:  Secretary Merski stated that the Authority has received a letter from 
the Town of McCandless confirming the reappointment of Mr. Christopher Eddy to the 
Board of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority.     
 
Secretary Merski read a memo received from Authority Staff and Employees thanking 
the Board of Directors and the Executive Director for the Christmas Luncheon and 
Annual Holiday Party.   
 
Nominations and Election of Officers to the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors for Year 2023:  In accordance with the Municipalities 
Authority Act of 1945, as amended, Mr. Eddy, Acting Chairman requested Solicitor 
Brown to assume the position of temporary Chairman to conduct the election of officers 
to The McCandless Township Sanitary Authority Board of Directors for Year 2023. 
 
Office of Chairman: Temporary Chairman Brown accepted nominations for the Office 
of Chairman.  Mr. Semon moved to nominate Christopher Eddy for the Office of 
Chairman, seconded by Mr. Schon.  There being no other nominations, Mr. Forsey 
moved to close nominations for Office of Chairman, seconded by Mr. Merski.  A voice 
call vote carried the motion, all in favor. 
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Mr. Forsey moved to elect Christopher Eddy to serve as Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority by acclamation, seconded by 
Mr. Merski.  A voice call vote carried the motion, all in favor.       
 
Office of Vice Chairman:  Temporary Chairman Brown accepted nominations for the 
Office of Vice Chairman.  Mr. Semon moved to nominate James Forsey, for the Office of 
Vice Chairman, seconded by Mr. Eddy.  There being no other nominations, Mr. Schon 
moved to close nominations, seconded by Mr. Merski.  A voice call vote carried the 
motion, all in favor.  
 
Mr. Semon moved to elect James Forsey to serve as Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority by acclamation, seconded by 
Mr. Merski.  A voice call vote carried the motion, all in favor.   
 
Office of Secretary: Temporary Chairman Brown accepted nominations for the Office of 
Secretary.  Mr. Schon moved to nominate Thomas Merski for the Office of Secretary, 
seconded by Mr. Semon.  There being no other nominations, Mr. Semon moved to close 
nominations, seconded by Mr. Eddy.  A voice call vote carried the motion, all in favor.    
 
Mr. Schon moved to elect Thomas Merski, to serve as Secretary of the Board of Directors 
of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority by acclamation, seconded by Mr. 
Semon.  A voice call vote carried the motion, all in favor.   
 
Office of Treasurer: Temporary Chairman Brown accepted nominations for the Office 
of Treasurer.  Mr. Eddy moved to nominate Patrick Semon for the Office of Treasurer, 
seconded by Mr. Schon.  There being no other nominations, Mr. Merski moved to close 
nominations, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  A voice call vote carried the motion, all in favor.   
 
Mr. Eddy moved to elect Patrick Semon, to serve as Treasurer of the Board of the 
McCandless Township Sanitary Authority by acclamation, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  A 
voice call vote carried the motion, all in favor.   
 
Office of Assistant Treasurer:  Temporary Chairman Brown accepted nominations for 
the Office of Assistant Treasurer.  Mr. Semon moved to nominate John Schon for the 
Office of Assistant Treasurer, seconded by Mr. Merski. There being no other 
nominations, Mr. Forsey moved to close nominations, seconded by Mr. Semon.  A voice 
call vote carried the motion, all in favor.   
 
Mr. Semon moved to elect John Schon, to serve as Assistant Treasurer of the Board of 
the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority by acclamation, seconded by Mr. Eddy.  A 
voice call vote carried the motion, all in favor.   
 
Temporary Chairman Brown offered his congratulations to the Board of Directors on 
their appointments for the New Year.  At this time, temporary Chairman Brown returned 
the Chair to Christopher Eddy, as all nominations were concluded.  Mr. Eddy thanked 
Solicitor Brown for fulfilling the position of temporary Chairman.     
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Appoint Professional Services:  Chairman Eddy entertained motions to appoint the 
Professional Services for year 2023.  
 
Appointment of Solicitor:  A motion was made by Mr. Semon to appoint the firm of 
Dickie, McCamey, Chilcote, P.C. to provide legal services, represented by Ronald J. 
Brown, Esquire, as Solicitor to the Authority for year 2023 based on the letter submitted, 
seconded by Mr. Forsey.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried 
unanimously.    
 
Appointment of Engineer of Record:  A motion was made by Mr. Forsey to appoint the 
firm of KLH Engineers, Inc. to provide engineering services, represented by Kevin 
Creagh, P.E, as Engineer of Record for year 2023 based on the letter submitted, seconded 
by Mr. Schon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Appointment of Auditor: A motion was made by Mr. Schon to appoint the firm of 
Maher Duessel, Certified Public Accountants, as Auditors for year 2023 at a cost of 
$24,000.00 for the Authority Annual Audit and at a cost of $4,500.00 for the Lowries 
Run (LROC) Annual Audit, as recommended by Business Manager Anthony Giancola, 
seconded by Mr. Semon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Appointment of Insurance Agent: Mr. Semon made a motion to appoint The HDH 
Group, Inc., as MTSA’s Insurance Agent effective January 1, 2023, for the policy period 
January 1, 2023 to January 1, 2024, for the following policies:   

Property     Equipment Breakdown 
Inland Marine     Crime Coverage 
General Liability    Fire & Damage 
Automobile Liability & Physical Damage Commercial Excess Liability 

 
Mr. Forsey seconded the motion.   All members present voted “Aye” and the motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
Ratify Acceptance of Insurance Carrier and Policies: Mr. Forsey made a motion to 
ratify the acceptance of the following policies covered by Argonaut Great Central 
Insurance Company for the MRM Property & Liability Trust, managed by The HDH 
Group, Inc. for an estimated annual premium of $138,441.00, effective January 1, 2023, 
for the policy period January 1, 2023 to January 1, 2024, for the following policies: 

Property     Equipment Breakdown 
Inland Marine     Crime Coverage 
General Liability    Fire & Damage 
Automobile Liability & Physical Damage Commercial Excess Liability 
 

Mr. Merski seconded the motion.   All members present voted “Aye” and the motion 
carried unanimously.   
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Workers’ Compensation Insurance Carrier:   Mr. Schon made a motion to appoint 
Municipal Risk Management (MRM) as the Authority’s Workers’ Compensation 
Insurance Carrier for coverage for year 2023 for an estimated annual premium of      
$132,465.00, effective January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023, seconded by Mr. 
Semon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Table Approval of the Public Officials Liability Insurance Coverage: Mr. Semon 
made a motion to table approval of the Public Officials Liability Insurance Policy 
through Simpson & McCrady, LLC covered by The Cincinnati Insurance Company, 
policy term 1/31/2023 to 1/31/2024, until the quote is received from the carrier, seconded 
by Mr. Schon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
The Authority has been a member of the Municipal Risk Management program for 
Twenty-one years.  Mr. Youngblood stated that the Authority does receive a rebate from 
MRM Trust for participating in the program.      
 
Official Publication:  Mr. Forsey made a motion to designate The Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette, as the Authority’s official publication for year 2023, seconded by Mr. Merski.  
All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Operational Appointments:  Mr. Schon made a motion to appoint William Youngblood 
as Executive Director and Assistant Secretary to the McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority Board of Directors for year 2023, seconded by Mr. Semon. All members 
present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Youngblood thanked the Authority Board for his appointment. 
 
Lowries Run Operating Committee Representatives:  Mr. Schon made a motion to 
appoint Thomas Merski and William Youngblood to serve as Representatives, with John 
Schon to serve as alternate Representative of The McCandless Township Sanitary 
Authority to the Lowries Run Operating Committee (LROC) for year 2023, seconded by 
Mr. Semon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Bear Run Operating Committee:  Mr. Schon made a motion to appoint William 
Youngblood and John Schon to serve as Representatives of The McCandless Township 
Sanitary Authority to the Bear Run Operating Committee (BROC) for year 2023, 
seconded by Mr. Semon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Pension Plan Committee and Plan Administrator:  Mr. Schon made a motion to 
appoint John Schon, Patrick Semon and William Youngblood to serve as 
Representatives, with James Forsey to serve as alternate Representative to the Pension 
Plan Committee for the Year 2023 and to appoint Anthony Giancola to serve as Plan 
Administrator to the Pension Plan Committee for year 2023, seconded by Mr. Semon.  
All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
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Recommend the Following Be Placed in Motion: 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mr. Semon made a motion to approve the Regular 
Monthly Meeting Minutes of December 1, 2022, and the Reconvened Meeting Minutes 
of December 15, 2022, as submitted to each Board Member, seconded by Mr. Forsey.  
All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.     
 
APPROVAL OF THE LIST OF BILLS: Mr. Semon reviewed with the Board the List 
of Bills Report for period through January 5, 2023, totaling $661,526.19, as presented.  
Mr. Semon answered several questions concerning the List of Bills. 
 
Mr. Forsey made a motion to approve for payment the List of Bills through January 5, 
2023, as presented, seconded by Mr. Merski.  All members present voted “Aye” and the 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED PAY INCREASE FOR EMPLOYEES: Mr. 
Youngblood, Executive Director, reviewed with the Board the 2023 Operating Budget to 
include the proposed 3.5 percent pay increase for employees. The increase is to become 
effective the first full pay of January 2023, as budgeted and previously discussed.               
 
Mr. Merski made a motion to approve the proposed 3.5 percent pay increase for 
employees as part of its 2023 Operating Budget.  This increase in the employee wage 
classifications is to become effective the first full pay of January 2023, seconded by Mr. 
Semon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENT SUBMITTED BY GLOBAL HEAVY CORP.:  Mr. 
Semon made a motion to approve the Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 11, 
submitted by Global Heavy Corp., in the amount of $801,113.07 dated 12/20/2022, for 
the Pine Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant-Improvements Phase I Contract 2021-109-
General/Mechanical Contract, recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by Mr. 
Forsey.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENT SUBMITTED BY MERIT ELECTRICAL GROUP, 
INC.:  Mr. Schon made a motion to approve Application and Certificate for Payment No. 
9, submitted by Merit Electrical Group, Inc., in the amount of $10,674.50, period 
12/25/2022, for Contract 110-Electrical Construction, for the Pine Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant-Phase I Improvements, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., 
seconded by Mr. Semon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL PAYMENT NO. 6 SUBMITTED BY SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES, INC.:  Mr. Forsey made a motion to approve Application and Certificate 
for Payment No. 6, submitted by Spartan Construction Services, Inc. in the amount of 
$36,339.69, period to 12/31/2022, for Contract 112-General/Mechanical Construction, A 
& B Pump Station Conversion, as recommended by KLH Engineers, Inc., seconded by 
Mr. Merski.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
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ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 615:  Mr. Youngblood stated that the new 
McCandless Township Sanitary Authority sanitary sewer tapping fee will be $6,500.00. 
 
At this time, Mr. Merski made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 615, A Resolution of the 
Board of Directors of the McCandless Township Sanitary Authority, Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania, Adopting New Tapping Fees as Authorized and Permitted by Section 5607 
(d) of the Act of June 19, 2001 (P.L. 287, No. 22), Known as the Municipality 
Authorities Act of 2001, as Amended by Act 57 of 2003, effective immediately, seconded 
by Mr. Schon.  All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 616:  Mr. Semon made a motion to adopt 
Resolution No. 616, A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the McCandless Township 
Sanitary Authority, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, Amending Fee Schedule A and B, 
Listing Customer and Developer Sewer related Fees effective immediately, seconded by 
Mr. Forsey. All members present voted “Aye” and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Solicitor’s Report:  Solicitor Brown thanked the Board for his reappointment as 
Solicitor for 2023. 
 
ALCOSAN Regionalization Transfer Agreement-Meeting Request:  Solicitor Brown 
has prepared a summary memo dated January 4, 2023 to the Board and the Executive 
Director as a result of reviewing the draft ALCOSAN Transfer Agreement and the 
package of related Agreements to transfer the LROC trunk line from Manhole No. 40 
down to the point of connection to the ALCOSAN diversion chamber at 015 to 
ALCOSAN.   
 
MTSA and Ross have separate service agreements with Ohio Township, West View 
Borough, Kilbuck Township, Emsworth Borough, McCandless and Ross Township.  
ALCOSAN will need to understand and agree to assume these agreements and 
obligations since they will be receiving the flow from these communities.    
 
In the memo Solicitor Brown has identified a checklist of the important issues that MTSA 
and Ross Township, as co-owners of the LROC trunk line will need to discuss before 
beginning negotiations with ALCOSAN.   
 
Mr. Youngblood received Board consensus to provide a copy of the memo to Ross 
Township Representatives for review prior to the Lowries Run Operating Committee 
meeting to be held on January 17, 2023.   
 
Engineer’s Report:  Engineer Creagh thanked the Board for his reappointment as 
Engineer of Record for 2023. 
 
Pine Creek WWTP-Phase I Expansion:  Global Heavy is continuing to work on 
finalizing the concrete pours for the aeration tanks.   
 
Merit has continued to work on various duct banks and installing conduit racks from the 
blower building to the pipe tunnel extension.   
 



REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING – CONTINUED:                                        PAGE 7 
JANUARY 5, 2023 
 

The next Progress Meeting is scheduled for January 10, 2023 at 9:30 a.m. at the treatment 
plant.   
 
 A & B Pump Station & Forcemain:  Spartan Construction has completed the masonry 
work.  The trusses will be on site in mid-December.  The delivery of the VFD’s for the 
pumps has been pushed back to mid-March, per the supplier.   
 
McCurley Houston has coordinated with Duquesne Light to de-energize the electrical 
line to the existing treatment plant to allow Spartan to begin work on the roof. Duquesne 
Light has set up the new permanent service to the building.       
 
Longvue No. 2-Copper Study:  KLH Engineers will begin the work on the Toxic 
Reduction Evaluation Study.  Engineer Creagh received an email from Mr. Merski which 
we will include as part of the TRE Study to be submitted to the Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection.      
 
Lowries Run SSO Removal Project:  KLH Engineer has continued to work to develop 
alternatives at Manhole 56 and Manhole 59 to alleviate overflows at Manhole 59.  KLH 
Engineers has presented the concept of a possible equalization basin at the old Green 
Valley Golf Course at Manhole 41 as part of our next phase of the consent order.   
 
Executive Director’s Report:   
 
MTSA Development Operation-Update: Mr. Aufman reviewed the December Sanitary 
Sewer Permit and Tap Fee Summary Reports as well as the Ten-Year Permit Comparison 
Report which provides detailed information on the number of Residential and 
Commercial permits issued over the last 10 years. 
 
Mr. Aufman discussed the current development projects with the Board.  
 
MTSA Field and Maintenance Operation: Mr. Richard reviewed the Field & 
Maintenance Operation Report.       
 
The Televising/Cleaning Crews were working on performing cleaning and inspecting 
trouble spot repairs for the Fox Ridge Plan.  Crews are also working on the winter 
worklist that include items needing completed around the buildings.     
 
The Lines Crew completed moving and cleaning the excavator and skid loader 
equipment.  
 
The Maintenance Crew is working on maintenance repairs on the blower at the Longvue 
No. 1 Plant.  The crew has completed repairs on the Kaylor Pump Station generator.  
Personnel are working to repair a valve at the Karrington 3 pump station. 
 
The mechanics are working to install a radio on new Unit 40 before the vehicle is put into 
service.  
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MTSA Plant Operation:  Mr. Bricker review the Plant Operation Report. 

Plant Personnel have scheduled the preventative cleaning & maintenance inspection for 
10,000 hours of use on the centrifuge located at the Pine Creek Plant the week of January 
23 through January 27, 2023 by Flottweg Separation Technology.   

MTSA Staff have scheduled the tests with Microbac Laboratory to complete the Form 43 
Annual Sludge Analysis that will be submitted to the permitted landfills.  This testing is 
required annually for the landfill permits. 

KLH Engineers is working with MTSA plant personnel to provide data for preparing the 
Annual Chapter 94 Reports to forward to ALCOSAN and the Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection.   

The cold weather has affected the biomass, the mixed liquor and ammonia levels at the 
Pine Creek Plant.  Plant personnel provided support to correct the issues.   

Grant Request-Update: Mr. Blakley reported that the Authority had to register with the 
Sam.Gov, the system for award management for checking on the status of your Grant 
application. Currently, the Authority application is on the list under review.      

Town of McCandless-Update:  Mr. Casey provided information on what is happening at 
the Town of McCandless.  McCandless Town Council is looking to replace Kimberly 
Zachary, who resigned. The interview process has started to look for a new Council 
Person.  He reported that Jeff Frazier an employee of the Town of McCandless for 23 
years recently passed. He served the residents of McCandless as building inspector and 
deputy fire marshal. He was very well respected and loved in our community.   

The Town of McCandless will be hosting a solar energy seminar on January 13, 2023, 
through the University of Pittsburgh to provide businesses in McCandless with 
information on solar power energy and equipment. 

Unfinished Business:  There was no unfinished business. 

New Business:  There was no new business. 

Recess to Reconvene:  Mr. Schon made a motion to recess the January 5, 2023 Meeting 
to reconvene on January 19, 2023 to review the quote from Simpson & McCrady, LLC 
for the Public Officials Liability insurance coverage, seconded by Mr. Semon.  The 
meeting recessed at 8:10 p.m.  Motion Carried. 

Eak/1/29/2023 


